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St.  DOMINGO. 


FTER  a  conteft  of  five  years^,  between  the  Friends 
^  j^  of  Juftice  and  the  African  Slave-Dealers,  the  mora], 
piiyiical,  and  political  evils,  of  that  difgracefal^  trafiick, 
have  been  fully  developed  and  afcertained  to  the  king- 
dom at  large.  The  conviilion  of  truth  has  been  follov/ed 
by  the  glow  of  honeft  indignation,  and  the  voice  of  the 
people  has  called  upon  their  Legiflators,  to  v/aili  away  the 
national  (lain.  Contradi6led  in  their  bold  affertions,  and 
refuted  in  their  arguments,  the  abettors  of  this  trade  had 
almoft  withdrawn  themfelves  from  a  druggie,  in  which 
their  own  weapons  recoiled  upon  themfelves  :  for  it  may 
JLiftly  be  remarked^  that  the  moft  expeditious  method  of 
forming  an  abhorrence  of  the  Slave  Trade,  is  to  read  tha 
pieces  written  in  its  defence. 

At  this  junfture,  when  nothing  remained  but  for  the 
Reprefentatives  of  the  people  to  comply  with  the  willies 
of  their  Conftituents,  in  pronouncing  the  Abolition  of 
this  Trade,  another,  and  it  is  hoped  a  laft  attempt  is  made 
by  its  advocates  to  influence  the  publick  mind  :— An  in- 
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fufrcvSilon  of  the  Negroes  has  taken  place  in  the  Ifland  of 
St.  Domingo,  and  this  circiimftance  is  to  be  adduced  as  a 
proof  of  the  dangerous  confequences  to  arife  from  the 
propofed  meafure. — "  Bezvare,''  fay  the  Partizans  of  this 
Trade,  "  hoiu  yon  interfere  zuith  the  concerns  of  your  Wefi 
Indian  Jfanch — let  the  cxafnple  of  the  French  diter  you  from  ■ 
■proceeding  a  flcp  further  in  fo  dangerous  a  path,'''' — But  let 
us  be  allowed  to  afk,  How  far  the  events  that  have  taken 
place  in  St.  Domingo  apply  to  the  quertion  now  before 

the  Britifh  Houfe  of  Commons  r Were  thefe  diflurb- 

ances  the  confequence  of  an  Abolition  of  the  Trade  bv 
the  French  ? — No — Even  the  eloquence  oi Mirahcau  was 
in  this  inftance  ineffectual.  Were  they  the  refult  of  any 
regulations  made  by  the  x^iTembly  for  the  government  or 
relief  of  the  Slaves  ?  No  :  for  the  des;rees  of  the  Ailcmbly 
on  this  fubjec^  uniformly  purport,  that  all  regulations  on  that 
head jhould  originate  vjith  the  Planters  the^jifelves.  If  thofe 
dreadful  diforders  are  chargeable  to  the  National  Afiemblv, 
it  is  becaufe  they  did  ?ict  interfere :  —  becaufe  they  left  the 
black  labourers  '\n  the  iflands  at  the  mercy  of  their  mafters ; 
and,  after  having  declared  that  all  mankind  were  born  equal, 
fan6tioned  a  decree  that  gave  the  lie  to  the  firfl:  principles 
of  their  conftitution. 

Of  the  feveral  pieces  that  have  made  their  appearance 
on  this  fubject,  the  addrefs  or  remonftrance  of  the  Deputies 
of  St.  Domingo  to  the  National  Jfje^nbly  of  Franc e^'^  calls  for 
particular  notice  But  before  we  proceed  to  an  examina- 
tion into  the  caules  of  the  enormities  it  records,  let  us  be 
permitted  a  few  reflections  on  the  awful  fcenes  that  the 
ifland  of  St.  Domingo  has  of  late  exhibited  :  the  picture 
of  tliefc  outrages  fornis  indeed  the  molt  ftriking  part  of 
tht-  narrative  in  queition.  The  de(trucT:ion  of  flourifliino- 
plantations ;   the  burning  of  houfcs  i   the  llaughtcr  of  the 

'  Tranllated  into  EuglJlli,  and  publiflied  under  the  title  of 
*^  A  Particular  Account  of  the  C.07nme)i cement  and  Progrcfs  of 
the  InfurreStion  of  the  Negroes  in  St.  Domif!go.**  It  is  fcarcelv 
necelfary  to  obfervc,  that  its  being  printed  (in  France)  6y  or- 
der of  the  National  AJ'crnbly,  gives  it  no  additional  authenticity; 
it  being  a  meafure  always  adopted  in  papers  of  length,  in  order 
to  aftbrd  the  Members  an  opportunity  of  conlidering  them. 
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whites  by  fecret  treachery,  or  open  revolt ;  tiic  grofs 
violations  of  female  chaftity  ;  the  diilolution  ot  all  the 
bonds  of  fubordination,  and  all  the  ^attachments  of  fociety, 
contribute  to  fill  the  dreadful  Iketch. 

Are  thefe  enormities  to  be  lamented?  they  furely 
arc.  Can  they  excite  our  wonder  ?  by  no  means.  What 
is  the  ftate  of  the  labouring  negro  ?  Is  he  riot  a  being 
bound  down  by  force  ?  labouring  under  conftant  compul-* 
fi.on  ?  driven  to  complete  his  ta(]<  by  the  immediate  difci- 
pline  of  the  whip  P—Are  affedlion,  lenity,  and  forbearance 
the  refult  of  oppreffion  and  abufe  ?  V/hen  the  native  fero- 
city of  Africa  is  fharpened  by  the  keen  fenfe  of  long  con- 
tinued injury,  who  fliall  fet  bounds  to  its  revenge  ? 

Again,  hov/  have  the  fierce  difpofitions  of  favage  life 
been  counteraded  or  improved  by  the  example  of  then- 
white  fuperiors  ?  Refiftance  is  always  juftifiable  where 
force  is  the  fubftitute  of  right :  nor  is  the  commiffion  of 
a  civil  crime  poiTible  in  a  ftate  of  flavery.  Yet  the  punifh- 
ments  that  have  been  devifed  in  the  French  iHands  to 
reprefs  crimes,  that  could  only  exift  by  the  abufe  of  the 
Slave  Holder,  are  fuch  as  nature  revolts  at.  How  often 
have  thefe  unfortunate  beings  beheld  their  fellows,  beat,_  in 
famine  and  diftra6tion,  the  bars  of  an  iron  cage,  in  which 
they  were  doomed  to  pafs  in  inconceivable  mifery  the  laft 
days  of  their  exiftence  ?  Is  it  not  known,  that  in^  thefe 
wretched  iflands  a  human  being  has  refignedhis  life  in  the 
torments  of  a  Ilow-confuming  fire?  An  unavenged  inftance 
of  an  a£l:  fo  awfully  atrocious,  marks  out  for  perdition  the 
country  that  could  fuiFer  it.  When  the  opprellor  tlius 
enforces  his  authority,  what  muft  be  the  effects  of  the 
fufferers  refentment  ? 

In  the  forcible  violation  of  female  chaility  we  trace  the 
moft  deteftable  extreme  of  brutality,  and,  in  the  eftimation 
of  fenfibility,  the  lofs  of  life  is  preferable  to  its  difgrace  : 
but  modefty  is  not  confined  to  the  capacity  of  a  bluih,  nor 
fenfibility  to  a  particular  form  and  feature.  Let  this  ac- 
count then  be  fettled  betv/een  the  African  Trader,  or  the 
imperious  Planter,  who  compels  to  his  embrace  the  un- 
willincr  objea  of  his  luft,  and  the  exafperated  Slave,  who 
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gratifies  by  this  hateful  acft,  not  his  fenfuality,  but  his 
refentment. 

But  let  us  fuppofe,  that  the  fenfe  of  fhame  is  incompatible 
with  a  black  complexion,  and  that  the  negro  could  v/it- 
nefs  without  em.otion  the  grofs  abufe  of  the  objedt  of  his 
affedlion ;  let  us  fuppofe  too,  that  the  unnatural  punifh- 
ments  before  mentioned  were  forgotten,  becaufe  they  were 
rare ;  and  that  the  daily  difcipline  of  the  whip  was  un- 
heeded, becaufe  it  was  fo  modified  as  feldom  to  be  the 
im.mediate  occafion  of  death.  Yet  the  Negro  had  other 
examples  before  his  eyes.  A  diffention  had  arifen  amongft 
the  Holders  of  the  Slaves ;  thofe  who  had  before  united 
in  opprefling  them,  were  now  at  variance  amongfi:  them- 
felves.  They  had  proceeded  to  open  violence  ;  whilft  the 
Slaves  waited  the  event  v/ith  filence,  though  not  with  in- 
difference. One  party  obtained  an  early  fuperiority ;  the 
leader  of  the  weaker  number  was  taken,  and  the  Negroes 
were  fpe6lators  of  the  death  of  Oge,  a  man  who  partook 
of  their  colour,  and  who  was  broken  alive  upon  the 
wheel.  Twenty-five  of  his  followers  fhared  the  fam.e  fate. 
If  the  cold-blooded  fons  of  Europe,  educated  in  the  habits 
of  improved  fociety,  and  affecling  to  feel  the  precepts  of 
a  mild  and  merciful  religion,  can  thus  forget  themfelves, 
and  infult  their  own  nature,  ought  they  to  wonder  that 'the 
African  fhould  imitate  the  pattern,  and  if  pofTible  improve 
upon  their  exampl 


)le? 


Upon  this  part  of  the  Addrefs  refletSlions  flill  occur,  in 
•which  the  planter  is  deeply  interefled — an  opinion  is  there 
inculcated,  that  if  acceded  to  and  a6fed  upon,  muft  render 
the  iflands  a  conftant  fcene  of  cruelty  and  bloodflied.  We 
arc  told,  that  the  Slaves  who  had  been  moft  kindly  treated 
by  their  mailers,  were  the  foul  of  the  infurre6lion  ;  that 
*^  it  '^  zvas  they  who  betrayed^  and  delivered  their  humane 
mafters  to  the  Jffajfins  fivordy  and  feduced  andjiirred  up  to 
revolt  the  gangs  difpofed  to  fidelity. ^^  Hear  this,  ye  Planters  ! 
and  if  there  be  one  amongft  you,  fo,  fmgularly  foolifli  as 
to  harbour  a  lurking  fentiment  of  humanity,  let  him,  for 
his  own  fafety,  divefl  himfelf  of  it  without  lofs  of  time  ! 


*  Particular  Account,   p.  ii. 
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The  Neoro  is  a  beini^,  whofe  nature  and  dirpofitions  are 
not  merety  (Jifl'erent  irom  thofe  of  the  European,  th^y  arc 
the  reverie  of  them.      Kindnefs  and  compaffion  excite  in 
his  breait  impbcable  and  deadly  hatred:   but  ftripes,  and 
infaU-s,  and  abufe,  generate  gratitude,  affe6lion,  and  in- 
violable attachment^!     Upon  this  principle  we  are  enabled 
to  reconcile   an   apparent    inconfiftency   in  the   Addrefs. 
t'  *   Slaves,  we  are  informed^  ivcre  Jfill  found:  vjho  gave 
proofs  of  an  invincible  fiddity,  and  who  made  manifefi  their 
determination  to  detejl  the  fednP.ion  of  ihofi  who  would  wtth 
fro7mfes  of  liberty  inveigle  them  to  certain  dejtruaion.        h 
the  humanity  of  the  mafter  only  (liarpens  the  appetite  of 
revenue,  is  it  difficult  to  difcover  by  what  mode  of  treat- 
ment the   friendfoip   of  thefe  Slaves   was    fecured  ?     Be 
«-rateful,  ye  Planters,  to  the  man  who  has  at  length  di(- 
clofed  this  important  truth  -,  and  admire  his  courage,  who 
has  dared  to   avow   it,   even   in  the  bofom   of  a  nation 
devoted  to  liberty !  ' 

But  the  horrors  of  the  (laughter  increafe.    ^The  wdhtc 
father  falls  a  vi(5iim  to  the  unnatural  rage  of  his  Mulatto 

fon.^ I-Iave  human   crimes  their  origin  and  caufes  in 

human  affairs  ?   or  are  they  incited  by   fome   malignant 
demon,  who  poileffing  himfelf  of  that  cup  of  afFe6lion, 
the  human  heart,  pours  out  its  contents,  and  fills  it  with 
poifon  ?       Alas  !   we  vainly  feek  in  fable  the^  apology  of 
our   own  depravity  ;   and  unhappily  the   caufes   of  thofe 
tranfa6lions,  which  would  fcarce  meet  credibility  on  any 
other  part  of  the  glebe,  are  in  thefe  regions  of  guilt  too 
apparent.      However  the  Author  of  Nature  may  have  in- 
filled affeftion  into  the  breaft  of  a  parent,  as  the  means 
cf  preferving  the  race  from  deftrudlion,  v/e  muft  allow 
that   the    ccJrrefponding    fentiment  in    the    mind    of   the 
offspring,  is  merely  the  effeel  of  a  long  continued  courfe 
of  care5^partiality,  and  tendernefs.      Shall  the  harveft  then 
rife  up  without  feed?    and  where  no  fondnefs  has  been 
fhown,  fhall  filial  attachments  be  cxpeded  ?    In  a  country 
where  it  is  by  no  means  unufual  for  the  known  children 
of  the  Planter  to  undergo  ail  the  hardilnps,  and  the  igno- 
miny of  Slavery,  in  common  vvdth  the  moil  degraded  clafs 

*  Particular  Account,  p.  ii. 
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of  mortals,   is   it  there  we  arc  to  fcek  for  inftanccs  of 
hlial  afFedlion? 

In  thus  endeavouring  to  unfold  the  primary  and  ever 
aaiye  caufes  of  thefe  troubles,  let  it  not  be  thought  that 
I  wifh  to  palliate  the  enormities  committed  by  the  infur- 
gents :  enormities  deeply  to  be  deplored,  by  every  one 
not  totally  infenfible  to  the  fufferings  of  humanity.  But 
let  it  not  be  forgotten,  that  to  know  the  origin  of  the 
malady  Is  the  firft  ftep  towards  an  efficacious^  remedy  : 
fhould  that  origin  be  found  in  the  miftaken  conduct  of  the 
Planters,  it  is  for  them  to  apply  the  cure  after  the  accu- 
mulated cruelties  of  ages.  Do  they  wait  till  the  revolted 
lubjeds  of  their  oppreiTion,  fet  them  the  firft  example  of 
magnanimity,  lenity,  and  forbearance  ? 

I  come  now  to  a  clofer  examination  of  the  Addrefs   In 
queftion. 

After  a  lon^  and  laboured  difplay  of  the  crimes  com- 
mitted by  the  infurgents,  in  which  it  is  to  be  obferved, 
every  inftance  of  vindictive  retaliation  on  the  part  of  the 
White  Inhabitants  is  cautioufly  fuppreffed  ;  the  Deputies 
of  the  Colonies  pour  down  the  whole  vial  of  their  col- 
le61:ed  wrath,  on  the  fociety  eftablifhed  in  France  for  abo- 
lifhing  the  Slave  Trade,  under  the  name  of  Les  Jmis  des ' 
Noirs.  If  we  credit  this  narrative,  the  Ne2;roes  before 
they  were  feduced  and  alienated  by  the  efforts  of  this  So- 
ciety, *"  were  providedwith  every  coinfort^  and  with  accom- 
modatiom  fuperior  to  half  the  Cottagers  in  Europe. — Secure 
in  the  enjoyment  of  their  properties ^  nnrfed  in  time  officknefs 
with  an  expence  and  an  attachment  fought  for  in  vain  in  the 
much  boafted  hofpitals  of  England ;  prote^led  and  rcfpe^ed 
in  the  infirmities  of  age^  at  eafe  in  refpe^  to  their  children^ 
their  families  and  their  affe^ions  ; — fubjeSled  to  a  labour  cal- 
culated according  to  the  Jirength  of  each  individual ; — and^  to 
conclude  all^ — enfranchifed^  whenever  they  merited  it  by 
im.portant  fervices." — "  Wcfeptinfecurity-A^di  the  Re- 
monllrants,  in  the  mid  ft  of  men  that  were  become  our  bre- 
thren^ and  many  of  us  had  neither  locks  nor  bars  to  our 
houfes,^^ 

*  Particular  Account,  p.  ifj. 
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This  period  of  confidence  and  of  felicity,  did  not,  if  we 
may  believe  the  Colon! fts,  fatisfy  the  Amh  de  Nolrs^  v/ho 
it  feerns  could  not  comprehend  how  emancipation  could 
be  the  hi o-heft  reward  of  merit,  where  Slavery  was  a  ftate 
of  happinefs. — '^  From  thethne  of  the  Revolution  in  France^ 
this  Society^  it  is  aflferted,  or  at  leafi  fome  of  its  rrieinbersy 
have  p;iven  an  unhounded  loofe  to  their  enterprize  :  all  means 
have  Teemed  to  them  good^  jo  they  might  tend  to  its  accomplifi'- 
ment. — The  open  attack^  the  deep  and  fiudied  inuendo^  the 
hafeji  and  moji  defpicable  calumnies^  have  been  practiced  to 
forward  their  defign,''  Such  are  the  charges,  again  re- 
peated in  different  parts  of  the  work,  brought  againfl  the 
Advocates  for  the  Abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade  in  France, 
and  which  the  abettors  of  that  trafHck  in  England,  are  de- 
firous  of  transferring  at  this  critical  juncture,  to  the 
friends  of  that  important  meafure  here. 

The  prelude  of  the  Remonlirants  is  ftriking,  their 
accufation  is  boldly  made. — The  puniihments  due  to  the 
authors  of  fuch  outrages  will  be  Vv'illingly  conceded.  How- 
ever they  may  difguife  from  the  v/orld^  or  from  themfelves, 
their  real  motives,  under  the  ma(k  of  philanthropy,  they 
cannot  efcape  the  indignation  of  their  countrymen  ;  and 
the  treachery  of  the  means  they  employ,  fairly  m.arks  out 
the  criminality  of  the  end  at  which  they  aim. 

One  thing  only  is  wanting  to  charge  with  this  crimi- 
naltv  the  Amis  de  Noirs^  and  this  th^  Remonflrance  does 
not  fupply — the  proof  that  they  have  adopted  that  courfe 
of  conduoi  imputed  to  them  by  the  Colonijh.  This  defect 
cannot  be  compenfated,  either  by  the  atrocity  of  the 
crime,  or  the  virulence  and  audacity  of  the  accufation. 

Had  the  Society  in  France  been  the  caufe  of  the  dif- 
orders  in  the  Colonies,  where  was  the  difficulty,  where 
the  impropriety,  of  laying  the  proofs  of  it  before  the  Af- 
fembly  and  the  World  ?  Was  it  neceffary  to  keep  any 
terms  with  men,  who  had  fhewn  that  they  had  aimed  at 
nothing  lefs  than  the  extirpation  of  the  Colonies  ?  Certain, 
however,  it  is,  that  all  ;ve  can  colle6f:  on  this  head  from 


Particular  Account,  p,  22. 
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the  publication  In  queftlon,  indead  of  attaching  the  im- 
putation on  the  ibciety,  evidently  proves,  that  the  difor- 
d'ers  h<nd  a  different  cav.fe. — A  caufe,  which  it  is  as  evident 
X\\Q  ReniOiifrrants  did  not  dare  to  avo"\A^. 

Slight  however,  as  thcfe  pretended 'indications  of  euilt 
may  appear,  they  ought  not  to  paft  unnoticed.  "V\\i::y 
bear  with  them  their  own  refutation.  Like  the  2;ia:its 
that  warred  againft  heaven,  every  ftone  thrown  by  thcfe 
champions  of  opprefTion,  feems  deftined  to  return  with 
double  weight  upon  their  own  heads. 

The  Society,  fay  the  Deputies,  *  take  hold  of  the  De- 
claration of  the  Rights  of  Man  :  this  immortal  work  bene- 
ficial to  enlightened  men,  but  inapplicable^  and  therefore 
dangerous  to  our  regulations,^  they  jend  with  profufion  into 
own  Colonies.  'The  journals  in  their  pay  or  under  their  influ- 
ence^ give  this  declaration  vent  In  the  midfi  of  our  gangs. 
The  writings  of  the  Amis  des  NoiRS,  openly  announce^  that 
the  freedo7n  of  the  Negroes  is  proclaimed  by  the  Declaration 
ef  Right s.- 

Miferable  efPedls  of  injuftice,  rapacity,  and  oppreflion  \ 
In  the  evidence  of  their  own  freedom,  the  Colonifts  of 
St.  Domingo  read  their  own  condemnation.  That  afler- 
tion  of  the  univerfal  rights  of  Man,  which  if  true  at  all 
ought  to  be  as  general  as  day-light,  was  in  the  wretched 
iflands  of  America,  deilined  to  give  a  candle-like  light 
in  the  refidence  of  the  Planter,'  whilil:  the  poor  and  def- 
titute  Nefiro  was  to  ik  in  darknefs  in  his  hut. 

o 

The  declaration  of  the  Rights  of  Man,  was  it  feems^ 
fent  with  profufion  into  the  Colonics,  but  the  declaration 
of  the  Rights  of  Man,  was  not  the  work  of  the  Atnis  des 
Noirs  j  whatever  right  be  its  effects,  they  were  not  there- 
fore anfvverable  for  its  confcquences.  As  a  conftitucnt ' 
part  of  the  dominions  of  France^  the  laws  of  Frenchmen^ 
were  prot)erly  tranfmitted  to  St.  Domingo.  But  it  ap- 
pears from  no  evidence,  but  the  alfertions  of  the  deputies, 
x\\?A.^\\z  Amis  des  Noirs  w^xQ.  more  active  than  othei-s  in 
fiirniming  the  ifiand  v/ith  a  work,  which  the  Colonifts  in 
the  fame  breath,  execrate  and  applaud  ;  which,  they  regard 

*  Particular  account,  p.  2i. 
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as  the  charter  of  their  own  liberty,  and  the  ?aufe  of  all 
their  diftreffes. 

Buta-ain,  the  writings  of  the  Amis  des  Noirs,  it  is 
faid,  o  ?nly'announce,  %.t  tl.fr eed.n  ^^^^^^ 
trolalmed  by  the  Declaration  of  Rights.  If  the  Amis  des 
E  have  made  fo  infipid  a  comment,  tfhey  have  n^e- 
rablymifpent  their  time  Is  it  necefTary  to  prove  tna 
the  ill  ihines  when  the  dial  marks  the  hour.  It  ail  m.n 
be  bo  n  equally  free,  let  the  Cdonifts  prove  the  Negroes 
are  not  men,  and  the  difpute  will  fettle  itfelf.  Is  the 
To  ce  of  ::;tu're  and  of  truth'  to  be  for  ever  fdent,  becaufe 
the  Colonifts  choofe  to  hold  in  lubjeaion  fome  untoitu-^ 
nate  natives  of  Africa  ? 

Such  however,  are  the  proofs,  and  fuch  their  authen^ 
ticity,  upon  which  the  accufations  againft  the  fociety  are 
founded.     This  defe^  is  attempted  to  be  remedied,  by 
adverting  to  fome  expreffions,  which    in  the   manv,    and 
violentdebates  that  have  agitated  the  National  Aflembly 
on  this  fubjea,  have  marked  the  virtuous  indignation  oi 
its  m-mbers— *  "  Perif:)  the  Colonies  rather  than  we  jboiM 
betray   our  principles^  faid  one  of  the   reprefentatives 
"  Pirljh  the    Colonies,''  became  indeed,  f"  the  fignal  of 
blood  and  conflagration;'  but  not  amongft  the  Negroes-~~it 
was  the  Planters,    who  fevered  thefe  words  from  their 
context,  and  made  them  the  apology  of  their  own  enor- 
mities.    ''  Be  jujl,  andeatgrafe-;'  faid  the   Abbe   Gre- 
goire."     "  We  choofe  rather  to  be   unjuji  and  live  in  lux- 
ury'' the  Colonifts  reply. 

I  {ball  not  detain  my  reader  by  a  longer  review  of  thefe 
unfounded  calumnies,  I  haften  to  a  more  important  ta(k, 
that  of  tracing  the  difturbances  of  St.  Domingo  to  their 

*  '?  With  indecent  aiFedation  they  have  dared  to  reproach  a 
friend  of  humanity,  with  having  faid,  "  ferifb  the  Cohnies 
rather  than  a  principle  fiould  he  Jacrificed -^  and  they  dare 
themfelves  to  fay,  **  Ferijh  the  Colonies  rather  than  wf  Jh.uld 
vrant  to  the  People  of  Colour  the  rights  of  adi^e  citizens,'^ 

Speech  of  M.  Guadet,  6th  Dec.   1791. 

f   Particular  Account,  p.  25.  _   , 
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origin,  andpurfulng  their   progrefs.      If  developed  with 
truth,  they  will  be  the  moft  effeaual  anfwer  to  the  accu- 
fations  of  the  Deputies.     Let  me,  however,  firft  be  al- 
lowed to  render  more  fpecific,  an  iiirercion  I  have  before 
made.—//  is  to  the  white  Colonijls  alone,  we  are  to  attribute 
the  misfortunes  of  the  Colonies,      *''  Ton  have  heard  of  enor- 
mities that  frce%^  you  with  horror  I  but   Phalaris  fpoke  not 
of  his  brazen  hull,  he  la?nented  only  the  dampers  that  his  own 
cruelty  had  raifed  again]}  him.      The    Cololujls  have  related 
tfjlances  of  ferocity  ;   but  give  ?ne,  faid  Mirabeau,   an  unin^ 
formed  brute,  and  I  will f  on  make  him  a  ferocious  monfter, 
—It  was  a  zvhite,  who  firjl  plunged  a  Negro  imo  a  burning 
cven,—iuho  daJJjed  out  the  brains  of<\  child  in  the  prefcnce  of 
Its  father  \ — who  fed  a  Slave  with   his  own  proper  feJJ).-^ 
Thefe  are  the  manlier s  that  have  to  account  for  the  barbarity 
cf  the  revolted  Savages.—MilUons  of  Africans,  have  per  ijhed 
on  this  foil  oj  blood. —Ton  break  at  every  flep  the  bones  of  the 
inhabitants  that  nature  had  given   to  thefe  if  amis,  and  you 
JJmdder  at  the  relation  of  their  vengeance. — In  this  dreadful 
Jhuggle,  the  crimes  of  the  Whites  are  yet  the  ?nofi  horrible  ' 


Does Jhe  require  the  blood  of  the  Colonijls?  Brethen,  Jhe 
cries,  be  juf— be  beneficent— and  you  will  profpcr. Eter- 
nal (Javery,  mujibe  an  eternal  four  ce  of  cri?nes  ',~divefi  it 
at  leafl  of  the  epithet  eternal',  for  anguifo  that  kjiows  no 
hound  can  only  produce  defpair,^' 


It  is  well  known,  that  a  large  portion  of  the  Proprietors 
or  Planters  of  St.    Domingo,  confift   of  free   People    of 
Colour,  or  tiiofe  v/ho  have  fomc  mixture  of  African  blood. 
-—This  dcfcription  comprehends  every  fliade  of  complex- 
ion, from  the  Highteft  tinge  of  colour,  to  the  original  hue 
of  the  nativ4i-African»     Though  many  of  this  clals^of  inha- 
bitants are  as  diftinguifhed  by  their  wealth,  as  for   their 
talents  and  integrity,  the  invidious  diftinction  has  always 
been  religioufly  adhered  to.      The   White   Colonics  ex- 
cluded them  from  their  fecial   circles,  from   their  afleni- 
blies,  from    tlieir    municipal   fundlions ;   and  continually- 
held  them  in  a  kind  of  profcriptlon. 

*  Speech  of  M.  BrifTot,  in  the  National  Aflcmbly,  ill  De- 
cember,  1 79 1. 
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The  etFe£ls  of  this  iarrogancCi  were  not,  however,  in-^ 
jurious  to  the  People  of  Colour.  Infulted  by  their  coun- 
trymen, they  found  the  means  of  rendering  thcmfelves 
refpe6lablc  in  the  eyes  of  their  European  correfpondents. 
They  were  as  remarkable  for  their  induftry  and  their 
pun6i:uallty,  as  the  White  Planters  for  their  indolence  and 
extravagance.  In  cafes  of  internal  infurre(Stions,  or  ex- 
ternal attack,  they  were  regarded  as  the  fole  barrier  of 
the  illand.— *"r/;t'  IFhIte  Coloni/l,"  fays  jVIr.  Blanchelande^ 
cannot  march  without  the  attendance  of  his.  cooks  ;  he  is 
unfit  for  a  continual  fervice  :  hut  the  Man  of  Colour^  hare- 
footed^  robuji  and  temperate^  fupports  without  difficulty^  the 
hardjhips  and  fatigues  of  war, ^' 

In  the  contemplation  of  the  French  lawS^  the  People  of 
Colour  had  long  ftood  upon  an  equality  with  the  White 
proprietors.— By  an  Edi61:  of  Lewis  XIV.  in  the  year 
1685,  this  equality  was  acknowledged  and  confirmed^ 
Such  was  the  iituation  of  the  Colonifts  at  the  time  of  the 
French  Revolution,  f "  Jt  this  Epocha^''  fays  Mr.  Ber- 
geras,  "  the  White  Goknifts  advanced  rapidly  in  the  career 
of  freedo7n\  hut  the  People  of  Colour  trod  hack  their  Jleps 
towards  JIaveryy 

'The  fituation  of  the  French  Colonies,  early  attracted 
the  attention  of  the  Condi tuent  AlTembly.  At  this  time 
all  was  tranquil  ;  at  leaft  as  tranquil  as  fuch  a  ftate  of  op- 
prefTion  will  permit.  Political  health  can  only  be  attri- 
buted to  a  country  with  a  free  conftitution.  The  fitua- 
tion of  the  illands,  is  tiiat  of  a  paralytic :  one  part  is 
torpid,  whillt  the  other  is  afFecSied  with  the  frantic  mo- 
tions of  St.  Vltus's  dance. 

The  lirft  interference  of  the  National  AfTembly  in  the 
affairs  of  the  Colonies,  was  by  a  decree  of  the  8th  March 
1790,  which  declared  J"  that  all  free  perfpns^  who  were 
proprietors  and  refidents  of  two  years Jiandingy  and  who  con" 
buted  to  'the  exigencies  of  the  ftate^  /})ould  exercife  the 
rights  of  voting  zuhich  cj?7j?itute  the  quality  of  French 
citizens,^* 

*  Letter  of  M.  Elanclieland?,  read'  in  the  National  Af- 
fembly,  Jan.  17th,   1792. 

X  Speech  of  M.  BergeraS;,  in  the  National  AfTembly,  7  th 
Diic.   1791. 

f  Que  toute  perfonne  libre,  proprietaire  ou  domicllie  depuk 
deux  ans,.  ec  contribuable,  jouira  du  droit  de  fuiFrage  qui 
cjuftitute  la  qiulite  de  Citoven  acTif.  "  Art.  4.. 
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This  decree,  though  in  fail  it  gave  no  new  rights  to 
the  People  of  Colour,  was  regarded  with  a  jealous  eye  by 
the  white  Planters;  who  evidently  faw  that  the  generality 
of  the  qualification  included  all  defcriptions  of  proprietors. 
They  afFe£ted,  however,  to  impofe  a  different  conftru6lion 
upon  it.  The  People  of  Colour  appealed  to  common  juf- 
tice,  and  common  fenfe  *  :  it  was  to  no  purpofe.  The 
Whites  repelled  them  from  their  AfTemblies.  Some  commo- 
tions enfued,  in  which  they  mutually  fell  a  facrifice  to  their 
pride,  and  their  refentment. — The  Jmis  des  Noirs  have  not 
been  accufed  of  any  interference  in  thefe  diiTentions,  to 
which  it  is  however  probable  that  the  flaves  were  not  in- 
attentive. 

Thefe  diiiurbances  again  excited  the  vigilance  of  the 
National  AiTernbly.  The  neceflity  of  fome  definitive  ar- 
rangement was  apparent ;  but  the  difficulty  and  danger  of 
too  violent  an  interference  was  not  lefs  fo.  In  order  how- 
ever to  relieve  the  Colonifts  from  any  apprehenfions  that 
the  French  Conftitution  was  intended  to  be  enforced  in  the 
Iflands,  fo  as  to  liberate  or  meliorate  the  the  condition  of 
the  flaves,  a  decree  Vv^as  palled  on  the  I2th  day  of  06lober, 
1790,  by  which  the  Aflembly  declared,  as  a  conflitutional 
article,  "  That  they  would  ejiabl'tfl)  no  regulations  refpe^ing 
the  internal  government  of  the  Colonies^  zvithout  the  precife 
and  formal  requeji  of  the  Colonial  Ajfemblies,'^^ 

By  this  decree  the  Conflituent  AfTembly  not  only  dif- 
abled  themfelves  from  exercifing  any  future  difcretion  on 
the  condition  of  the  flaves ;  but,  as  far  as  in  their  power, 
tied  up  the  hands  of  their  fuccefTors  from  affording  relief 
to  that  devoted  race,  or  refcuing  them  from  any  tyranny 
that  might  be  exercifed  over  them.  They  were  delivered 
over  to  their  maflers,  who  were  at  once  their  accufers, 

*  The  arguments  of  their  advocates  upon  this  head  are  un- 
anfwerable  ''  Je  m'attache  a  cctte  exprefTion  generate  toiites  les 
perfonnest  et  je  demandc  fi  les  hommes  de  couleur  ne  font  pas 
ties  perfonnes:  alors,  s'ils  etoient  proprietaires,  domicilies  et 
contribuablcs,  je  ne  vois  aucune  difllcult^,  je  ne  vois  aucun 
raifon  pour  leur  refufer  les  avantagcs  attaches  a  ces  qualites. 
Speech  of  Mr.  Petion,   uthofMay,   1791. 
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their  judo-es,  and  their  executioners;  accountable  for  their 
mVcondila:  to  no  human  power.  So  for  from  oppofmg  ^ 
the  aims^  or  fettering  the  authority  of  the  Colonics,  the 
Aflembly  became  their  accomphce  in  oppreffion,  and  fcnt 
armies  of  freemen  to  maintain  the  reign  of  defpotifm.  All 
was  in  the  power  of  the  Colonifts ;  and  if  they  had  only 
maintained  unanimity  among  themfelves,  the  blood  of  the 
neoToes  might  have  cried  to  heaven,  but  France  had  lor 
ev?r  fliut  her  eyes  to  their  fui^erings,  and  ftopt  her  ears  to 
their' lamentations. 

Peace  was  not,  however, the  confequence  of  this  decree.^ 
The  proprietors,  is  is  true,  had  obtained  a  legal  right  oi 
tyrannizing  ;  but  the  unfortunate  queftion  ftill  recurred, 
Who  fiould  be  permitted  to  exercife  that  right?    On  this 
head  the  decree  was  iilent.     New  diflentions  arofe:  each 
of  the   parties    covered  under  a  fachious  patriotifm  the 
moft  atrocious  defigus.     AffafTmation  and  revolt  became 
frequent.    Mauduit^  a  French  officer  of  rank  loft  his  life 
by  the  hands  of  his  own  countrymen.     The  unfortunate 
Oo-e,  a  Planter  of  Colour,  who  had  exerted  himfelf  in 
France  in  the  caufe  of  his  brethren,  refoived  to  fupport 
bv  force  their  juft  pretenfions.     He  landed  in  the  Spanifli 
territory  of  St.  Domingo,  where  he  affembled  about  600 
mulattoes.    Before  he  proceeded  to  hoftilities,  he  wrote  to 
the  French  general,  that  his  deGre  was  for  peace,  provi- 
ded the  laws  were  enforced.    His  letter  was  abfurdly  con- 
fidered  as  a  declaration  of  war.     Being  attacked  and  van- 
quiflied  he  took  refuge  amongft  the  Spaniards,  who  de-. 
livered  him  up  to  his  adverfaries.     *  The  horrors  of  his 
death  were  the  harbingers  of  future  crimes. 

Thefe  difturbances  ftill  increafing,  the  National  Affeitl- 
bly  found  it  neceffary^  at  length,  to  decide  between  the 
contending  parties.  A  long  and  violent  debate  took  place, 
in  which  feveral  members  v/ho  had  on  other  occafions  dif- 

"'  *  II  faut  bien  preter  des  criraes  a  celui  qu'on  veut  aflairmer 
avec  le  glaive  de  la  juflice.  Oge  ell  more  martyr  de  la  liberte 
et  de  la  loi ;  car  tout  etoit  pour  lin,  humanite,  juilice,  decret. 
Le  ccncor.iat  I'a  venge  ;  Vinfamie  ne  fietrit  plus  fon  nom. 
Qu'elle  fletriffe  a  jamais  cdui  de  {z:.  tyrans. 

Speech  of  Mr.  BrilTot,  if^  of  December,   1791. 
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.^ingulfhed  themfelves  by  their  talents,  and  their  naifiot- 
ilm,  oppofed  with  a  degree  of  warmth  as  pertinacious  as 
It  was  inconfiftent,  the  pretenfions  of  the  People  of  Colour. 
1  heir  reliiirance  was,  however,  unfuccefsful.  On  the  i  stii 
ot  May,  1791,  a  decree  was  made,  confiiliu^r  of  two 
articles,  by  the  firft  of  which  the  AfTembly  confirmed  that 
«f  the  I2ta  of  Oa^ber,  fo  far  as  refpeaed  the  ilaves  in 
their  illands     It  is  true  that  the  word /7^^c;.'  was  cautiounvr 
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This  part  of  the  decree  met  with  but  little  oppofitlon 
though  It  paired  not  without  fcvere  reprehenfion  from  a 
few  enlightened  members.  The  fecond  article  refpecfincr 
the  People  of  Colour  was  ftrongly  contefled.  Thofe  who 
were  before  known  by  the  appellation  of  Patriots  divided 
upon  it.  It  was,  however,  determined  in  the  refult  th-'t 
the  People  of  Colour  bom  of  fire  parents  ihou'ld  "be 
conlidered  as  aclive  citizens  and  be  eligible  to  the  offices 
of  government  in  the  idands. 

This  Second  Article  which  decided  upon  a  rio-ht  that 
the  People  of  Colour  had  been  entitled  to,  for  upwards  of 
a  century*,  inftead  of  refloring  peace,  may  be  confidered 
us  the^caufe,  or  rather  the  pretext^  of  all  the  fubfequent 
evils  tnat  tlie  colony  of  St.  Domingo  has  fufrained.  They 
arofe  not  indeed  from  its  execution,  but  from  its  counter'- 
adion  by  the  White  Colonifls.  Had  they,  after  the  awful 
warnings  they  had  already  e;<perienced,  obeyed  the  ordi- 
nances of  an  aflembly  they  pretended  to  revere  ;  had  thc^ 
imbjbeJ  one  drop  of  the  true  fpirit  of  that  conftitution  to 
v/hich  they  had  vowed  an  inviolable  attachment ;  had  thev 
even  fiippre/Ted  the  dilates  of  pride  in  the  fuocreftions  of 
prudence  i  the  ilorm  that  threatened  them  hadlfeen  avert- 

^  *  This  decree  after  all  v/as  not  theextcnfion,  but  the  rellilc- 
tlon  of  a  privilege.  It  was  afferted  in  the  National  Afll^nibl'/ 
that  oi  100  free  Negroes,  fcarccly  2  would  be  found  nvHo  could 
^iuaJjty  undei-  this  title. 

Speech  of  Mr.  Rewbell,  7th  of  Sept.    1791. 
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€d,  and  in  their  obedience  to  the  parent  ilatc,  thev  had 
dii played  an  aci:  of  patriotifm,  and  prefer vcd  themfclves 
from  all  poilibili ty  of  danger. 

But  the  equalization  of  the  People  of  Colour  (lung  the 
irritable  nerves  of  the  White  Coloniiis.  The  dcfcendants 
of  ilaves  might  have  loft  the  refentments  of  their  fathers  ; 
but  th'?.  iiatred  of  a  defpot  is  hereditary.  .  The  European 
maxim  allows  "  Tbat  tbeyne''er  pardon  ivho  have  done  ihs 
zvrong^^  \  but  in  the  colonies  this  pcn'edlty  attains  a  m6re 
monftrous  growth,  and  the  avcrfion  to  African  blood 
defcends  from  generation  to  generation.  No  fooner  had 
the  decree  paffed,  than  the  deputies  from  the  Iflands  to  the 
National  Affembly  withdrew  their  attendance.  The  Co- 
lonial Committee,  always  under  the  influence  of  the 
planters,  fufpcnded  their  labours  Its  arrival  in  the  ifiand 
{truck  the  Whites  with  confternation.  *  They  vov/ed  to 
fac-rilice  their  lives  rather  than  fuiTer  the  execution  of  the 
decree.  7"heir  rage  bordered  upon  phrenzy.  They  pro- 
pofed  toimprifon  the  French  merchants  then  in  the  iflaiid, 
to  tear  down  the  National  Flag,  and  hoift  the  Britifh 
Standard  in  its  place.  Whilft  the  joy  of  the  Mulattoes 
was  mingled  with  apprehenfions  and  v/ith  fears,  St.  Do- 
niingo  re-echoed  with  the  cries  of  the  Whites,  with  their 
menaces,  with  their  blafphemies  agalnft  the  conftitution, 
A  motion  was  made  in  the  ilreets  to  fire  upon  the  People 
of  Colour,  v/ho  iled  from  the  city  and  took  refuge  in  the 
plantations  of  their  friends  and  in  the  woods.  They  were  at 
length  recalled  by  a  proclamation  :  but  it  was  only  to 
fwear  fubordination  to  the  Whites,  and  to  be  'vvitnefTes  of 
freih  enormities.  Amidft  thefe  agitations  the  ilaves  had 
remained  in  their  accuftomed  fubordination.  Nor  was  it 
till  the  month  of  Auguif,  1 791,  that  the  fymptoms  of  the 
infurredion  appeared  amongil:  them.  \i  the  notoriety  of 
this  fact  require  any  evidence,  it  maybe  found  in  the  Re- 
port of  the  Colonial  Committee,  in  the  letters  of  Mr, 


*  Vide  letters  of  M.  Elanchelands  read  before  the  AlTembly, 
22nd  of  Auguft,   1 79 1. 

Addrefs  of  the  Syndicks  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of 
Rouen,  read  the  7th  of  September,   1791. 

Speech  of  M.  Briiibt;,   1 11:  of  December,   1791. 
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^■•'fembly,   in  the  publicattn    'f  u'  '^'  "'^'"'"^"  of  the 
remarks.      A    con^denb  e  k^  'I  '^^  ''"^J'-^  of  the  e 

People  of  Coiout'haa  tft^Cw    °*  <>/  Wi.ites  5 
before  the  Haves  had  eiven  TJ  "''^'^ '^"'"'"otions 

i  hey  were  not,  however  ,fen/!hf'°f  ?'  '"aTeaion- 
of  revolt  afforded  by  the  d  Inf  °^  ?'  °PPo«"nities 
They  had  leariit  (/J  TJ-'""'    "^    their  matters 

Colonial  Dominion  fh^i.lt^  ■'^  '"  '^e  ftru?o]e  fo. 
>y  facrificed  or  Cotl,  ,7.^1     '"'"^^''^  '^^''  ''-^-q"^- 
curb  relaxed  by  the  dfennt'  an^/dT'  r  ^''"-^  ^^='  ^''"^i^ 
k«o  mafters,  Vho  had  reraccuftr  r  ^^''^'^  ^^"- 
"nder  rigorous  difcipline      Ho^flr    T     f°  ''""P  '^''" 
quarter,  they  rofe  in  difFeVenf  n^.        f /"''^^  fr°™  ^--'y 
over  the  iiland.     If  the  4m  /     '■  ""^  "P-'^^^  defolation 
«o  bounds,  whatflarbe  exnXtr  °^''^'>«i'-'"  have 
deipair?.  ""  ^^P.ited  from  the  paroxifms  of 

X^o  this  cr'ifis  our  nr/>.r^.«f.  T  •  . 
ed,  nor  ought  it  to  pafs  ove,' wk7  "  P^"'''^"'-^'/  *Vea- 
t'on  or  a  probable  fuppoiition  Th?  ""^"PP?""' ^fe- 
recl.on  has  been  agitated  i  thV  M  '""."'^  °^  ''^"'^  '"fe- 
f^-  the  prefentatitn  of  the  Acld,^A  ?'  ^rT^'"^'^'  '°"S 
the  courfe  of  the  debate,  it  wafl-  ?/^'  ^^^puties.    "Jn 

ci.aion,  that  all  the  MulaVtoer  ™  !h '  7"''^ '  ™"'^^- 

^'  ^^'^^Pt  tnofe  in  the  fonthem 

region.  ^^  ^^'^^^^^^cement  of  the  infur 

pr|:ctt"hllti^:Lf/,S  A.e.My  -^-«ea  „v 
as  Blacks,  who  had  been  apnrehe„l/f '°T'  ="  "''^"  Whites 
convinced  from  their  depoi^tion:  /haf »  >/''■'  P"'™''  ■"  '^'^ 
againfl  the  Colony,    and  d^h..  l  *^°".'Piracy  was  formed 

earned  that  on  the  nio^t  of  thff  ^'^^'^'^  *e  Cape,  f 
burn  feveral  dwellings^near  the  Ca^  ''T  "  ^''^  '"'^"ded  to 
*-h:tes.  On  the  morning  of  the?, H  f  "^  '°,  ™''^^"=  ^"  '^e 
country  took  refuge  in  th!  to,™  ^f.^'^''^^  Perfons  from  the 
hat  many  of  the  Black  kboures'h.i  ^^  ^T^'"  >"fo™ation 
Whites  had  been  put  to  d°ath  "'"'    ''^'  """^  ">«  many 

Read  November  Sth,    1791. 
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parts  were  difarmed  by  the  Whites,  and  that  the  Negroes 
had  revolted  *  becanfe  thofe  who  had  been  accujiorned  to  coerce 
them  were  incapacitated.      Is  it  extraordinary^  laid  the  O- 
rator,  that  the  Slaves  ftyould  revolt  when  they  find  the  Mu- 
lattoes  difarrned',  ivhen  they  fee  them  compelled  to  quit  the 
Cape^  or  be  expofed  to  the  mojl  horrible  puniflmients?  Even  the 
Colonial  Committee,  though  ever  iittentive  to  the  repre- 
fentations  of  the  Whites  were  unable  to  difcover  any  ether 
caufe  of  the  infurre^tion.     After  all  the  accufations  of  the 
Colonifts,  as  well   in  the  Addrefs  now  under  confidera- 
tion,  as  in  other  intemperate  pieces,  they  acknowledged 
that  no  proof  had  been  adduced  to  them  of  the  interference 
of  the  Society  of  the  Amis  des  Nolrs.    The  IVhite  Colonijlsj 
fay  they,  in  their  Report  of  the  nth  of  January  laft,  have 
complained  of  the  calumnies  and  outrages  that  appear  in  the 
writings  of  the  Amis  des  Noirs .   It  is  difficult  to  calculate  what 
has  been  their  moral  influence ;  but  hitherto  there  is  no  evi- 
dence that  the  A?nis  des  Noirs  have  excited  thefe  troubles^ 
and  we  have  found  all  the  accufatiom  againjl  them  totally 
unfupported  by  proof. 

Before  we  proceed  v/ith  our  narrative,  let  us  be  per- 
mitted a  refiedlion  ©n  the  comparative  ftate   of  the  inha- 
bitants of  St.  Domingo,  at  the  time  the  infurre6lion  took 
place.     The  White   Colonifts   had  juft  recovered  their 
liberties,  and  were  called   upon  to   exercife   the   higheft 
political  rights,  and  prefcribe  for  themfelves  their  own 
conftitution.     The  Slaves  had  been  refigned  up  to  their 
unlimited  controul  j  all  that  defpotifm  can  wifh  for  they 
enjoyed  :  paramount  and  uncontroulable  themfelves,  they 
exercifed  uncontrouled  and  undefined  authority  over  others. 
One  only  circumftance  embittered  their  enjoyment  of  a, 
power  fo  gratifying  to  the  perverted  tafte  of  man.     They 
were  required  to  fhare  it  with  others,  who,  though  equally 
•    free  with  themfelves,  equally  competent  to   the   exercife 
of  it,  and  equally  interefted   in  its   refult,  were  unfortu- 
nately diftinguifhed  by  a  different  (hade  of  colour.     Jea- 
loufy  is  infeparable  from  the  luft  of  power,  and  a  natural 
diftin6fion  ferved  as  a  plea  for  reftriding  all  authority  to 


*  Speech  of  Mr.  BrifTot,  27th  of  Odober,  1791 
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the  hands  of  a  few.  The  People  of  Colour  remonftrated 
ngalnft  this  injullice.  They  reprefented  the  dangerous 
confequences  that  might  arife  not  only  to  themfelves  but 
to  the  Ifland,  if  they  were  degraded  in  the  eyes  of  their 
dependants,  and  compelled  to  contribute  to  the  fupport  of 
a  government  in  which  they  were  as  paffive  as  their  Slaves. 
The  decree  of  the  15th  of  May  juftified  and  confirmed 
their  pretenfions.  But  the  hard  giipe  of  Injuftice  relaxes 
not  without  force  -,  and  the  White  Planters  avowed  their 
refolution  to  fufFer  every  extremity  rather  than  fubmit  to 
a  meafure  that  was  indifpenfibly  nccelTary  not  only  to 
their  own  profperity,  but  even  to  their  own  prefervation. 

If  fuch  paffions  can  agitate  the  human  bofom,  when 
required  to  fhare  with  others  that  power  to  v/hich  they 
have  an  equal  right ;  if  the  People  of  Colour  in  alTerting 
their  claim  to  a  feat  in  the  Colonial  Aflembly,  felt  an  im- 
pulfe  that  fet  danger  at  defiance,  and  cheerfully  encoun- 
tered death,  even  in  its  moft  horrid  forms  ;  what  fhall  we 
conceive  were  the  feelings  of  the  Negroes  ?  The  claims 
of  the  People  of  Colour  had  been  recognized  by  the  Parent 
Country;  but  the  Negroes  had  been  formally  configned' 
over  to  the  will  of  their  Mafters,  without  one  ftipulation- 
in  their  favour.  Political  fubordination,  however  hateful 
to  a  liberal  mind,  is  as  bright  as  day  when  compared  with 
the  dark  and  hopelefs  bondage  of  the  Negro  :  a  bondage 
that  combines  the  pangs  of  intelledual  mifery,  with  the 
fufFerlnp-s  of  a  brute.  Under  thefe  circumftances  was  It 
neeelil^ry  for  the  Jmis  des  Noirs  to  inform  the  Negroes 
that  they  were  an  unhappy  and  an  injured  race  ?  Is  it  to 
be  fuppofed  they  were  unacquainted  with  the  caufes  of 
contention  amongit  the  Planters  ?  and  is  not  the  love  of 
freedom  contagious  ?  When  they  faw  men  whofe  wealth 
not  onhj  exempted  them  from  perfonal  labour,  but  fup- 
plied  them  with  all  the  blandilhmcnts  of  luxur)',  contend 
at  the  peril  of  th'eir  lives  for  a  iliare  in  the  government  of 
the  Ifland,  could  they  turn  with  indlfFerence  to  the  con- 
templation of  their  own  numbers,  and  their  own  oppref- 
fions  ?  It  was  not  then;  the  voice  of  tlie  Jinis  dcs  Noirs^ 
it  v/as  the  irrefiftible  call  of  Nature  that  excited  the 
Infurre6lion  :    tire  former  would  have  foothed  them  to 

peace,. 
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peace,  the  Jatter   hurried   thcni  blindly  on  to  Inevitable 
dell:ru6lion. 

In  its  commencement  this  infurre6lion  was  however  by 
jio  means  formidable  ;  and  the  General  Bianchelande  has 
been  accufed  in  the  National  Affembly  of  pufillanimoufly 
■entrenching  himfelf  in  a  town  already  fortified,  when  he 
fliould  have  led  out  his  troops  to  fupprefs  the  revolt. 
"  Whoever,  fays  Mr.  Biiffot,  advifed  him  to  this  mea- 
fure,  has  occafioned  the  ruin  of  the  Colony."  There  is 
indeed  little  doubt  but  a  vigorous  exertion  would  foon 
have  extinguifhed  the  flame.  Even  when  the  number  of 
infurgents  amounted  to  50,000,  and  they  had  formed 
themfelves  into  two  bodies,  an  engagement  of  an  hour 
deftroyed  the  camp  of  one,  and  the  other  was  totally  dif- 
perfed  by  the  difcharge  of  a  few  pieces  of  cannon. 

Avoiding  the  repetition  of  the  difgufting  barbarities 
alternately  exercifed  by  the  contending  parties,  let  us 
inquire  v/hat  efFeft  the  infurre61:ion  of  the  Slaves  had  upon 
the  difTentions  of  the  Planters  which  had  given  rife  to 
.them.  The  White  Party  foon  difcovered,  that  although 
they  could  legillate  without  the  alTiftance  of  the  People 
of  Colour,  they  could  not  preferve  the  Ifland  fi-om  de- 
ftruaion  v/ithout  them  ;  and  they  at  length  bowed  their 
ftubborn  necks  under  the  Irrefiftible  weight  of  their  com- 
mon  danger.  In  thus  calling  for  affiftance  upon  thofe 
whom  they  had  injured  and  infulted  by  every  means  in 
their  power,  they  flirunk  from  that  arrogant  inflexibility 
of  chara6fer  which  was  expected  from  them.  Amongft 
the  conje6fures  that  took  place  in  France  when  Informa- 
tion of  the  Revolt  was  firft  received  there,  we  may  no- 
lice  that  of  the  Reporter  of  the  Colonial  Committee.* 
"  Believe  not^  fays  he,  that  the  White  Creole  will  ever 
unite  in  the  common  caufe  with  the  Man  of  Colour^  although 
they  are  both  proprietors^  a?id  have  both  the  fame  inter  efh  to 
defend,  E^uen  the  imperious  yoke  of  Neceffity  will  bend 
under  the  odious  prejudices  againft  his  origin''' — "  Nothing 
can  efface  the  unjuji  diJiinSiions  which  keep  him  at  fo  infinite 

♦  Jleport  of  the  Colonial  Committee,  27th  Odober,  1791. 
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a  di/}a^':cr  fh^*  fhc  White  would  with  lefs  horror  hear  his 
enemies  (.tc^^j.  bihi  of  a  crime ^  than  affert  that  a  drop  of 
African  blood  circulates  in  his  veins.  Such  a  reproach  is 
confidered  as  the  mofl  outrageous  infult.  He  tranfmits  his 
vengeance  to  his  pojierity^  and  hence  originates  that  un^ 
quenchahle  hatred  which  is  happily  knovjn  only  in  thefe  cli- 
mates^ in  vjhich  the  foftefl  pajp.ons  arifc  to  an  excefs  of 
phrenzy."  The  Reporter  was,  however,  iraibken. 
Fear  operates  more  forcibly  than  hatred,  even  in  the 
breaft  of  a  Creole.  On  the  2_5th  of  Aaguft  the  <  'olonial 
Aflembly  condefcended  to  invite  the  People  of  Colour  to 
unite  with  them  for  the  common  de Fence.  On  the  2d, 
2^^  and  4th  of  September,  they  deliberated  on  the  quef- 
tion  of  admitting  them  to  their  rights.  The  People  of 
Colour  in  the  mean  time  had  armed  for  their  defence, 
but  had  kept  aloof  both  from  the  Whites  and  the  Negroes. 
On  the  nth  of  September  a  convention  took  place, 
which  produced  the  agreement  called  the  Concordat^  by 
which  the  White  Planters  rtlpulated  chat  they  would  no 
longer  oppofe  the  law  of  the  15th  of  May,  which  gav« 
political  rights  to  the  People  of  Colour.  The  Colonial 
AfTembly  even  promifed  to  meliorate  the  fituation  of  the 
People  of  Colour,'-*^  horn  of  parents  not  free^  and  to  whom 
the  decree  of  the  15th  of  May  did  not  extend.  An 
union  was  formed  between  the  i  lanters,  which,  if  it  had 
fooner  taken  place,  had  prevented  the  Infurre6lion.  The 
Infurgents  were  every  where  difpirited,  repulfed,  and 
difperfed  ;  and  the  Colony  itfelf  preferved  from  total 
deftru6lion. 

At  the  moment  thefe  tranfa^ions  happened  at  St.  Do- 
mingo, an  important  fcene  was  ading  in  the  National 
AfTembly  of  France.  From  the  time  of  paffing  the  de- 
cree of  the  15th  of  May,  the  White  Colonifts  in  France, 
and  their  numerous  Friends  in  the  National  AfTembly, 
had  never  ceafed  to  accufe  the  authors  of  it  of  having 
confpired  together  for  the  ruin  of  the  Colonies.  In 
execrating  its  purport,  and  prediding  its  confequences, 
they  had  inflamed  the  minds  of  the  refident  Whites  to  the 

*  Sec  Decree  of  the  Colonial  AfTembly,  20th  Sept.   1791 . 
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-hlaheft  pitcii  of  rage.     The  true  Incendinnes  of  St.  Do- 
mfno-o  are  to  be  cUfcovered  amongft  the  Colomfts  who 
^mediately  after  the  decree   of  the    1 5th  of  May,  failed 
for  that  Illand  to  fruftrate  its  pubhcation,  and  oppole  us 
execution.     The  Afiembly  had  been   weak    enough   to 
entruft  the  Colonial  Committee  with  expcditmg  the  de- 
cree     In  that   Committee  the  apoftate  patriot  Barnave 
had  'unlimited   authority.     The    conibquence   was,    that 
the  firft  publication  of  the  decree  at  St  Domingo  appeared 
in   the    French   newfpaper    called    The   Monitor,      1  he 
inftruaions  intended  to  accompany,  it  were  intentionally 
delayed  till  their  effea  was  totally  fruftrated.     Before  the 
decree  arrived,  all  was  prepared  for  its  reception,  and   he 
refult  was  fuch  as  has  before  been  ftated.     So  far  the 
White  Colonifts  had  fucceeded  in  their  aims.     The  pre- 
diaed  diilentions  between  them  and  the  People  of  Colour 
had  taken  place,  and  all  that  now  regained  was  to  charge 
the  decree  of  the  15th  of  May  as  the  cauie  of  that  mii- 
chief,  which  the  Whites  had  themfelves  volimtarily  occa- 
fioned.     Barnave  and  his  adherents  were  indefatigable  in 
their  exertions,  and  almoft  in  the  very  moment  when  the 
iuftice  and  neceffity  of  the  decree  of  the  15th  of  May  had 
been  acknowledged  by  the  ConcordaU  the  repeal  of  it  was 
pronounced  in  the  National  Affembly.     By  the  decree  of 
the  24.th  of  the  fame  month  of  September,  the  People  of 
Colour  were  virtually  excluded  from  all  right  of  Colonial 
Lecriflation,  and  exprefsly  placed  in  the  power  of  the  White 
CoTonifts.*     On  this  difgraceful  meafure  it  is  only  to  be 
remarked,  that  it  was  as  defeaive  in  point  of  legal  autho-^ 
rity  as  it  was  in  abilraa  juftice.    For  although  it  is  deno- 
minated a  Conftitutlonal  aa,\   it  was  paffed  fifteen   days 
after  the  new  code  had  been  prefented  to  and  accepted  by 
the  Kinff,  and  was  the  firft   infringement  of  a  fyftem  of 
government,  which  the  founders  at  leaft  ought  to  have 
held  facred. 

*  ^RT  3  Les  Ids  concernantretat  des  Perfonne!  mn  Ubres, 
et  Vaat  politique  des  Hommes  de  Cculenr,  &  Negres  libres, 
ainfi  que  les  reglemens  relatifs  a  I'execution  de  ces  memes 
lois  feront  faites  par  les  JJJemblees  Ccloniales, 

f  Speech  of  M.  Fauchet,  12th  December,   1791,  and  of 

M»  Garan  de  Coulon,  2d  March,   1792.  - 
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kJ!'  "'K^T'^^n  ""^  ^^^    ^^^^  °^  ^%  c^^Jd  inftJcrate  the 
White  Colonifls  to  the   frantic   aas   of  violence   before 
'defcnbed    what  fliall   we  fuppofe  were  the  feelinos  of  the 
People  o.  Colour  on  that  of  the  24th  of  ScptembeV,  which 
again  blafted  thofe  hopes   they  had  juftly  founded  on  the 
conftitutional  law  of  the  Parent  State,  and  the  folemn  ra- 
tification  of  the  W^hitc  Colonifts  ?     No  fooner  was  it 
known  in  the  Iflands  than  tho(e  dilTentions  which  the  Re 
volt  of  the  Negroes  had  for  a  while  appeafed,  broke  cut 
with  frefli  violence.     The  apprehenfions  entertained  from 
the  Slaves  had  been  allayed  by  the  eftecls  of  the  Concordat  ■ 
but  the  Whites  no  fooner  found  themfelves  relieved  from 
the  terrors  of  immediate   deftruAion,  than   they    availed 
themfelves  of  the  decree  of  the  24th  of  September  ;  thev 
iormally  revoked  the  Concordat,  and  treacheroufly  refufed 
to  comply  with  an  engagement  to  which  they  owed  their 
very  exiftence.     The   People   of  Colour  were  in  arms  - 
they  attacked  the  Whites   in  the  Southern  Provinces  ' 
they  poilelled  themfelves  of  Fort  St.  Louis,  and  defeated 
their   opponents    in   feveral   engagements.     A   powerful 
body  furrounded  Port-au-Prince,  the  capital  of  the  Illand 
and  claimed  the  execution  of  the  Concordat*  At  three  dif' 
ferent  times  did  the  Whites  afient  to  the  requifition,  and 
as   often   broke   their  engagement.      Gratified   with   the 
predile<5fion  for  Ariftocracy  which  the  conftituent  Afiem- 
bly  had  m  its  dotage  avowed,  they  alf^aed  the  appellation 
ol   1  atnots,  and  had  the   addrefs   to  transfer  the  popular 
odium  to  the  People  of  Colour,  who  v/ere  contendino-  for 
their  indifputable  rights,  and  to  the  few  White  Colonifts 
vjho  had  virtue  enough  to   efpoufe  their   caufe.     Under 
this  pretext,  the  municipality  of  Port-au-Prince  required 
M.  Crrimoard,  the  captain  of  the  Boreas,  a  French  line 
of  battle  fhip,   to   bring  his  guns   to  bear  upon,  and  to 
cannonade  the  People  of  Colourf  affembled  near  the  town  • 
he  at  firft  refufed,  but  the  crew  deluded  by  the  cry  of  Pa- 
triotifm,  enforced  his  compliance.     No  fooner  was  this 

*  La  Caufe  des  Troubles  ell:  dans  Pinfernale  vanite  des 
bl.incs,  qui /mj/m  ont  viole  un  Concordat,  que  t)'ois  fois  ils 
avoitnt  jure  de  maintenir. 

SpecchofMr.  BriJJ-ct,    lOih  Feb.    1792. 

t  R?port  cf  the  Colonial  Committee,  29th  Feb.   1792. 

meafurc 


ifmn 


flWKV  >f  TWWi  I  giiiiiii  ■mw  mmmm>%\ »tw  . 


nnH^wan 


(      23      ) 

meafure  adopted,  tJian  the  People  of  Colour  gave  a  loole 
to  their  indigiratioii  ,  they  ipread  over  the  country,  an<i 
fet  fire  indifcriminately  to  all  the  plantations  ;  the  greateft- 
part  of  the  town  of  Port-au-Prince  foon  afterwards  ihared^ 
the  Hime  fate.  Nothing  feerned  to  remain  for  the  V¥hite 
Inhabitants  but  to  feek  their  fafety  in  quitting  the  Colony, 

In  the  Northern  Parts  the  People  of  Colour  adopted  a 
more  magnanimous  and  perhaps  a  more  prudent  condu6i:.^  ■ 
«  Ihey  begun^  fays  Mr.  Verniaud,  by  offering  their  blood  to 
«  the  Whites.  We  jhall  wait^  laid  tiiey,  till  we  have  favei 
«  you^  before  we  ajfert  our  own  dal?ns.''  They  accordingly 
oppofed  themfelves  to  the  revolted  Negroes  with  unex- 
ampled courage.  They  endeavoured  to  foothe  them  by 
attendincy  to  their  reafonable  requifitionSjf  and  if  the  Co- 
lony of  ^t.  Domingo  be  preferved  to  the  French  nation, 
it  will  be  by  the  exertions  of  the  People  of  Colour. 

After  this  recital  of  authentic  and  indifputable  fects,  is 
it  difficult  to  trace  the  caufes   of  the  Infurrea-ion  ?    is  it 
to  the  A?nis  des  Noirs—to  the  Society  for  aboliPning  the 
Slave  Trade,   that  they  are   to  be  imputed  ?      The  fenti- 
ments  of  J\dr.  Eriffot  are  thofe  of  all  the  true  friends  of  the 
Neo-roes  :%    "  /  challcngCy  faid  he,    the  mithors  of  thcfe 
calumnies  tofpecify  a  finglefacf  againfi  the  Amis  DEs'^^oms,. 
Iwillbovj  down  my  head  on  the  f caff  old-,  if  it  be  -proved  that  / 
have  written  a  fingle  line  to  the  Colonics^  or  have  fupported 
any  relation  or  correfpondence  with  them  whatever.      1  ivijh 
the  fituation  of  the  Negroes  mitigated j  but  not  at  the  experf- 
of  the  blood  of  my  brethren.      I  fooiild  be   umvorthy  of  the 
liberty  I  enjoy^  if  I  could  advife  a  fingle  Negro  to  rije  upon 

*  Speech  of  IVlr.  Verniaud,  i ft- December,  1791. 
f  Dans  la  province  du  Nord  les  Hommes  de  CouleuT,  a 
Pexception  de  ceux  de  quelques  paroiffes,  fe  font  comportes 
avec  la  plus  grand  prudence  ;  toujours  ils  k  font  empreffes  de 
combattre  les  noirs  :  toujours  ils  ont  montre  la  plus  grand 
confiance  dans  les  decrets  de  rAffemblee  Nationale.  Deux 
d'entre  eux,  M.  M.  Rcuanet  &  Laforeil,  font  alles  dans  le 
camp  des  revokes,  pour  y  negocier  la  paix  ;  leur  zele,  les 
{bins  qu'ils  fe  font  donnes,  dans  cette  occafion  font  au-deffus 
de  toute  cloge.  Report,   2(^th  Feb,   I791. 

X  Speech  of  Mr.  BrifTot,  Nov.  9,   1791. 
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his  Majler:,  and  It  is  dctejiable  that  they  who  hnow  my  prin" 
ciplcs  and  thofe  of  M.  M.  Petion^  Roierjpierrc^  Gregoire^ 
Claviere-^  Condorcet^  JJjould  be  the  authors  of  fiich  acctifa- 
tions.''  In  proportion  as  the  fources  of  thefe  calamities 
have  been  more  diftindly  traced,  the  White  Colonifts 
have  felt  the  convictions  of  truth,  and  their  advocates 
have  been  relu6lantly  compelled  to  acknov/ledge  it.  On 
the  loth  of  February,  1792,  a  letter  was  read  in  the 
National  Aflembly,  from  Mr.  Poymonbrun,  a  Colonifl 
of  St.  Domingo,  in  which  he  attributes  the  troubles  to  ^ 
the  pride  of  fome  of  the  Whites^  who  refufed  to  admit  the 
Men  of  Colour  to  the  rights  of  aSiive  Citizens,  In  the  Re- 
port of  the  Colonial  Conmittee  of  the  i2lh  of  the  fame 
month,  they  fay,  "  Without  doubt  the  Colonifts  are  not 
exejnpt  from  all  reproach  ;  but  bccaufe  fo?ne  individuals  are 
culpable^  mufi  the  luhole  population  he  facrificed?  Should 
even  that  culpability  ajfeSl  the  Majority,  they  ?miji  in- 
tereji  us  even  by  their  misfortunes^  mid  call  upon  us  for  a 
moment  to  forget  their  errors  and  their  crimes.''''  May  their 
diftreiles  be  alleviated  \  and  may  they  learn  humanity 
from  their  fufferings  1 

By  the  lateft  accounts  from  St,  Domingo  it  appears  the 
apprehenfions  from  the  Negroes  have  ceafed  ;  but  that  the 
inveterate  prejudices  of  the  Planters,  and  the  effects  of  a 
culpable  dereliction  of  principle  in  the  Conflituent  Ailem- 
bly,  Itill  continues  to  agitate  it.  The  dilhfters  of  St.  Do- 
mingo^ fays  M.  Tarbe,  (the  Reporter  for  the  Colonies)* 
have  now  their  principal  caufe  in  the  mi  finder  ft  anding  bc" 
tween  the  Whites  and  the  Mulattoes,'^  "  In  the  Northern  , 
Parts-i  adds  he^  the  Men  of  Colour  have  joined  the  Whites^ 
and  the  Negroes  are  either  reduced  or  rendered  incapable  of 
further  mif chief  In  the  Wejhrn  Provinces  not  a  Negro  n 
in  rebellion.,  but  the  Men  of  Colour  have  pojfefj'cd  themjelvcs 
of  many  diJlri^Sy  and  occupy  the  plains.  The  Southern  Paris 
are  in  the  fame  fituation  :  the  Negroes  are  at  peace,  but  the 
People  of  Colour  exercije  the  great e(i  enormities.      |  //;  one 

•Report,  29th  February,   1791. 

f  En  un  mot,  dans  toute  la  Colonic,  il  n'y  avoit  plus  ritn 
a  craindre  des  revokes ;  tota  de  la  mefintelligence  entre  Its 
blancs  et  ks  gens  dc  couleur.         Report,  29/^  Feb.  1792, 
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word,  t^dds  he,  throughout  all  the  Colony  nothing  Is  to  be 
apprehended  from  the  Negroes ',    EVERY    TUmG,  from  the ^ 
mfinderjlandlng    betiveen    the   Whites    and  the   I  eople  of 
o/onr. 

Such  is  the  prefent  fituation  of  this  Colony:  a  prey  to 
the  pride  and  to  the  prejudices  of  the  white  pro_prietors, 
jiot  to  the  violence  of  the  revolted  Negroe?.  Whiltt  the 
fears  arifing  from  the  latter,  are,  it  appears,  totally  allayed, 
the  former  are  illll  exerting  every  nerve  to  e!fe6l  a  pur- 
pofe  that  can  only  end  in  their  own  ruin.  Chaftized,  but 
not  improved,  in  the  fchool  of  misfortune,  they  now  me- 
ditate a  new  outrage,  and  call  upon  the  parent  ftate  to  in- 
validate the  Concordat,  and  to  eftablifii  by  force  the  pre- 
tended decree  of  the  24th  of  September.  Shall  then  the 
advocates  ofpeace,  irrationally  accufed  of  the  mofl:  atro- 
cious defigns,  (lirink  from  the  queftion  fo  infolently  put 
to  them  by  the  Deputies  of  the  Colonies,  through  the 
medium  of  the  National  Affembly  ?  or  ihall  they  not 
anfwer  widi  the  conviction  of  truth— Yes,  miftaken  men. 
"  *  ft  is  you  who  have  placed  fire  and  f^^ord  in  the  hands 
of  your  Negroes.  It  is  you  that  have  lighted  the  torch 
that  has  deftroyed  your  plantations.  It  is  you  that  have 
fharpened  the  daggers  that  have  afTafiinated  your  brethren 
and  your  friends.  It  is  you  that  have  prompted  the  brutal 
paflions  of  v/hich  your  females  have  been  the  hapleis 
viciims  :  who  have  kindled  in  your  country  the  volcano 
which  has  already  covered  it  with  aChes,  and  will  perhaps 
reduce  it  to  nothing." 

If,  however,  no  conclufions  can  be  drawn  from  the 
hiftory  of  thefe  diforders,  either  to  impeach  the  pro- 
moters of  the  Abolition  of  the  Slave  1  rade,  or  to  deter 
the  Britiih  Parliament  from  daily  coniidering,  and  fully 
deciding  on  that  important  meafare ;  it  will  afford  in- 
ftruiftion  of  a  difFerent  nature.  Nourilhed  in  inveterate, 
and  it  will  be  feared,  irremediable  prejudices,  it  may  iliew 
us,  that  the  Colonics  are  not  the  beft  judgo:s  even  of  their 


*  Particular  Account  of  the  Infarre£lion.  p    26. 
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own  interefts  :  It  may  apprife  us  of  the  dangers  of  facri- 
ficing  general  principles  of  fubftantial  juftice,  to  variable 
and  temporizing  expedients  :  it  may  demonftate  to  us, 
that  the  prefervation  of  our  own  iflands,  from  fimilar 
difafters,  depends  on  the  early  adoption  of  meafures,  that 
whilft  they  are  vigorous  and  decifive,  are  juft,  conciliatory, 
and  humane  ;  and  may  caution  us,  that  where  we  choofe 
not  to  impart  the  beamings  of  hope,  we  excite  not  the 
ragings  of  defpair. 
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ISLAND    OF    St.    DOMINGO. 

BYM.    GARRANCOULON; 

Read  in  his  abfence  by  M.  Guadet   before   the  National 
Affembly,  29th  of  February,   1792. 


THE  accounts  received  of  the  difturbances  in  St. 
Domingo,  undoubtedly  leave  us  in  much  uncer- 
tainty ;  but  the  principal  fails  are  unqueftionable.  They 
reduce  themfelves  to  a  fmall  number  of  important  and  in- 
conteftible  points.  We  ought  at  length  to  follow  our  own 
iudgment  and  not  rely  upon  others.  It  is  by  examining  mat « 
{ers  maturely,  that  we  put  ourfelves  on  our  guard  againft 
the  fplrit  of  party  and  difhonefty,  which  have  frequently 
led  aftray  the  friends  of  liberty.  By  thefe  means,  the  ca- 
lumnious reports  which  have  been  propagated  agamft  the 
Amis  des  No'trs  will  be  fdenced. 

The  infurreaion  no  fooner  broke  out  than  it  was  attri- 
buted to  the  Amis  des  Noirs.  Nothing  but  rage  and  weak- 
nefs  coud  have  produced  fo  rafti  an  accufation--Let  them 
cite  a  fingle  adion,  a  fingle  publication,  which  has  pro- 
voked th?  infurreaion.    We  furely  need  do  no  more  than 
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repeat  the  names  of  the  principal  members  o^^  this  afTocia- 
tioii,  Meilrs.  Mirabeau,  La  Rochefoucault,  Condorcet, 
La  Fayette,  &c.  in  order  to  do  away  thefe  calumnies. 
An  affociation  formed  at  a  more  early  pciiod  than  ours 
exiilis  in  the  capital  of  Great  Britain.  Ever  fmce  the 
foniiation  of  this  fociety,  phiianthropick  nttem.pts  have  in- 
ceiTantly  been  die  objects  of  its  cares.  Nevcrdiclefs,  the 
Negroes  in  the  En2;liih  Colonies  have  continued  to  bear 
their  yoke  with  the  greateit  iubmi/uon — If  then,  v/e  can 
at  prefent  with  any  certainty  aHigii  a  caufe  to  the  troubles 
in  St.  Dominoo  they  mull  be  attributed  to  the  der^radation 
of  the  People  of  Colour,  rather  than  to  a  Phiianthropick 
Society.  In  fact,  in  North  America,  there  is  a  religious 
fefl  which,  without  exciting  diilurbances,  is  continually, 
deviling  means  for  obtaining  the  enfranchifement  of  the 
Negroes.  The  Congrefs  itfelf  is  preparing  for  the  adop- 
tion of  thii  rneafure  at  fome  future  period,  and  there  is 
only  one  of  the  American  States  where  the  trafHck  is 
not  already  abcliihed.  Let  us  then  attribute  the  troubles 
to  the  contagion  of  counter-revolution  principles  ;  and 
above  all,  to  the  injuftice  of  which  the  Whites  have  been 
guilty  in  refuhng  to  let  the  Mulattoes  partake  of  the  blef- 
iings  of  liberty;  and  Ldfly,  to  the  culpable  neglecSl  of  the 
inforcem.ent  of  the  decree  of  tixe  15th  of  May.  Have  we 
not,  in  the  Conitituent  AiTeriibly,  k^n  deferters  from  the 
Caufe  of  the  People  conneft  themfelvcs  with  the  Ariflo- 
cracy  to  pave  the  way  for  the  repeal  of  that  decree,  by  pre- 
venting the  departure  of  the  Comrniilioners  ?  And  does 
not  this  evidently  prove  that  thofe  troubles  have  had  the 
fan:e  origin  as  thofe  of  Avignon  and  the  camp  of  Jales  ? 
Like  tiie  Avignonais  and  the  Liegeois,  the  People  of  Colour 
were  oppreffjd,  and  they  wifhed  to  become  free ;  and  thefe 
emotions  have  excited  in  the  minds  of  the  Ne2:roes  the 
fame  defire  of  independence.  \i\  like  manner,  at  Paris, 
when  the  Badile  was  taken,  did  not  the  prifoners  in  the 
Chatelet  and  the  Bicetre,  breal:  their  fetters  ?  Thefe  un- 
civilized mci],  who  were  nearer  to  a  ilate  of  nature,  were 
not  deaf  to  the  cries  of  liberty  whicli  refounded  on  every 
fide.  Perhaps  too,  the  Whites  have  themfelves  excited 
tlie  difcontent  of  their  Neo-roes :  as  we  faw  the  court  in 

o 

1789,  when  it  had  an  army  under  its  command,  rejoice  in 
the  ej"oubles  at  Paris,  and  as  the  King  of  Spain  was  pleafed 
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at  the  revolt  of  t-lie  Portuguefe  ;  becrafe   it   afforded   an 
?.pt  pretjnce  for  numerous  conflfcations. 

At  St.  Domingo,  the  party  innnical  to  liberty  expected 
a  counter-revolution,  diforder  and  civil  war   (for  a  coun- 
ter-revolution could  refult  only  from  a  general  confufion) 
and  the  men  of  this  party  fublHtuted  the  black  cockade  m 
place  of  the  cockade  of'liberty,  even  in  the  very  fight  of 
the  Colonial  Ailembly.      But 'not  even  thefe  proofs  were 
neceflary  to  difcover  the  fcheme  of  aiTerting  their  inde- 
pendence, which  was  formed  by  the  planters  of  St.  Do- 
mingo and  Martinico.     Before   thefe   troubles  they  had 
dared  to  decree,  as  a  conftitutional   artide,  that  the  efta- 
bliilimeiit  of  interior  regulations  belonged  to  the  colony 
alone.      Did  not  the  former   General   Affi^mbly  of  the 
Illand  of  St.  Domingo  undertake  to  dlfoand  the  army  of 
the  nation  ?  In  fine,  ^did  not  thefe  deputies,  in  the  name 
of  the  colonic?,  threaten  France  witii  a  feparation  fmiilar 
to  that  which  has  taken  place  bstvv^een  the  United  Sates 
of  America  and  England  ?  Is  it  diiticult  to  conceive  that 
men  accuftomed  to'clefpife  their  fellov/  men,  to  fubjugate 
them  under  the  yoke  of  their  defpotick  wills,  can  have  no 
<rreater  love  for' their  country,  than  they  have  for  equali- 
tv.     Thefe  fame  planters,  v/ho  might  have  found  fo  many 
advantap-es  in  their  union  with  France,  and  whofe  depu- 
ties ftiled  themfcives  the  deputies  of  the  whole  nation,  pre- 
tended that  the  other  deputies  of  France  could  not  take  a 
fnare   in  the  formation  of  their  laws  ;    whilft,  however, 
thefe  men  took  a  part  in  the  form.ation  of  ours,  their  de- 
puties efFeded  a  feparation,  and  they  returned  only  to  re- 
peal the  decree  of  the  15th  of  May.      The  ConlHtuent 
AlTembly  which,  in  its  old  age,  fuffered  the  National  So- 
vereignty to  be  trampled  on,  yielded  to  their  fophifms,  and 
pronounced  the  fatal  decree  of  the  24.th  of  September,  the 
fole  caufe  of  ail  the  difafters  of  St.  Domingo. 

In  truth,  the  repeal  of  the  decree  of  the  1 5th  of  May, 
had  not  taken  place  when  the  infurredion  of  the  Blacks' 
comm.enced  :  but  the  decree  had  been  pafTed  for  the  fpace 
of  three  months,  without  having  been  enforced.  It  was 
well  knov/n  what  ftruggles  patriotifm  had  made  in  order  to 
ybtain  it,  and  it  v/as  well  known  that  patriotilm.  diminilh- 
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cd  every  day,  that  plots  were  formed  to  obtain  the  repeal 
of  this  decree,  and  that  culpable  hopes  were  founded  even 
on  the  difturbances  of  the  colonics. 


m 


Thefe  Obfervations  v.-hich  point  out  the  caufe  of  the 
misfortunes  of  St  Domingo,  teach  us  that  we  ought  never 
to  fufFer  any  infringement  to  be  made  upon  the  National 
Sovereignty  ;  much  lefs  upon  the  rights  of  univerfal  rea- 
fon :  they  teach  us  that  we  ought  to  defend  the  planters 
themfelves  againft  their  obftinate  purpofe  of  lulling  them- 
felves  alleep  to  their  own  deftru£fion,  amidft  the  preju- 
dices of  pride, — in  fine,  that  v/e  ought  to  naturalize  among 
them  the  character  of  citizen,  by  making  them  enjoy  the 
bhfiings  of  the  revolution.  Let  us  then  afford  fuccour  to 
ths  Whites,  fmce  they  are  unfortunate,  let  us  grant  them 
all  the  afTiilance  that  lies  in  our  power.  You  v/ould  not 
refufe  it  to  your  enemies,  in  a  fimilar  fituation.  But,  here 
I  flop — It  is  very  true,  that  our  mod  implacable  enemies 
would  not  havejiad  it  in  their  power  to  do  us  moremifchief: 
I  will  not  mention  the  damage  which  they  have  done  to 
our  commerce,  at  a  time  when  it  had  already  experienced 
a  confiderable  diminution — but  can  we  forget  the  ftains 
which  they  have  brought  upon  our  Revolution,  the  pro- 
grefs  of  which,  they  have  flopped  by  giving,  under  the 
reign  of  infant  liberty,  an  example  of  the  greateft  injuflice, 
by  placing  tyrannic  lav/s  by  the  fide  of  the  Declaration  of 
Rights,  v.'hen  they  caufed  the  pafTing  of  the  Decree  of  the 
24th  of  September. 

This  Decree  has  deeply  aiilicied  all  the  friends  of  li- 
berty. Ought  we  to  let  it  (land  ?  Would  it  not  be  a 
proof  of  extraordinary  vveakiul^-,  were  we  to  retain  this 
law,  v/hich  people  have  the  audacity  to  term  a  confJitutlonal 
law,  although  it  was  enaded  after  the  conftitution  of 
the  kingdom,  and  even  after  the  conflitution  of  the 
Colonies  was  framed.  This  law,  will  tend  to  render  the 
Planters  indepi^ndcnt  of  their  French  creditors  ;  and  fhall 
we  fuffer  the  fovereignty  of  tv/enty-five  millions  of  men  to 
be  trampled  on,  to  iupport  the  tyranny  and  all  the  ca- 
prices of  unrcrtramed  defpotifm  ?  Let  the  White  Colonics 
at  bid  knoW;^  that  they  cannot  do  without  the  mother 
country  ;  that  fhe  alone,  cm  free  them  from  the  misfor- 
tlH^J'^  into  v/hich  they  have  plunged  thcmlelvcs. 

The 
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The  criminal  ufurpatlons  of  the  clergy  and  the  nobility-, 
andall  the  abufes  of  the  royal  power; — in  a  word,  all 
kinds  of  difafters  would  follow  upon  the  Decree  of  the 
24th  of  September  ;  and  this  independence  v/ould  make 
the  Colonies  the  centre  of  union  for  the  ariftocracy  and 
the  Counter-revolutioniits.  We  are  afTured,  that  none 
of  the  reforms  which  the  Conflituent  Aflembly  has  made 
in  the  adminiftration  of  juftice,  have  been  enforced  at  St. 
Domingo  :  that  the  mo^t  atrocious  proceedings  of  the  old 
government,  are  fllU  pra6lifed  there;  that  Oge  was  ex- 
amined on  the  feliette^  and  that  he  was  not  allowed  coun- 
fel.  It  is  at  leaft  evident,  that  the  liberty  of  the  prefs, 
that  guarantee  of  public  liberty,  the  lofs  of  which  nothing 
can  fupply,  has  been  profcribed  ;  that  arbitrary  orders 
take  place  of  laws  ;  that  Frenchmen  have  been  tranf- 
ported  without  a  trial,  and  under  falfe  pretexts^;  that  a 
veflel  has  been  forced  to  difpofe  of  its  cargo,  at  a  pric« 
iixed  at  arbitrary  dilcretion.  This  is  what  the  Colonial 
Aflembiy  has  done;  you  may  judge  what  it  would  do  in. 
future  time,  were  it  invefted  with  independent  authority. 
The  minifter  of  the  marine,  after  a  long  declamation 
againft  the  Jmis  des  Noirs^  and  the  People  of  Colour,  has 
already  propofed  to  you  a  plan  of  eflablifhing  at  St.  Do- 
mingo, a  national  guard,  compofed  only  of  proprietors  ; 
of  erecting  on  that  ifland  certain  fortreiles,  not  to  defend 
the  coaft,  but  to  be  made  ufe  of,  as  Rouffeau  fays,  in  the 
interior  part  of  the  country,  as  fiejis  for  tyrants.  In.  fine, 
if  the  Colonies,  rendered  independent  of  the  legiflative 
body,  were  to  be  conneded  with  the  king  alone,  what  a 
means  of  confidence  would  the  executive  power  derive 
from  this  exclufive  right  of  giving  its  hnddon !  Being 
fupreme  chief  of  the  army,  he  could  ilill  enHave  it,  by 
fending  the  mofl  patriotic  regiments  into  the  iflands, 
under  pretence  of  effabliiliing  difcipline  there  ;  but  in 
reality,  becaufe  in  this  exile,  they  v/ould  in  vain  appeal 
to  the  principles  of  juflice  and  liberty. 

If,  however,  you  are  determined  to  declare  the  Colo- 
nies independent,  this  declaration  ought  not  to  be  made 
iiW  the  Decree  of  the  24.th  of  September  has  been  re- 
pealed, otherv/ife  this  independence  would  be  extended  to 
the  Whites  alone,  who  vi^ould  preferve  the  means  of  per- 
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petuating  arlflocracy.  America  emancipates  its  ColoriieS 
us  fbon  r:S  they  are  lufficiently  populous  ;  but  Ihe  has  ex- 
pref^ly  decreeJ,  that  tliey  liiall  not  inditute  an  arbitrary 
government,  or  make  any  law  in  contradiiStion  to  the 
Declaration  of  Rights.  In  Greece,  the  parent  ftates, 
wlien  they  allowed  their  Colonies  to  govern  themfelves, 
did  not  ePceem  tliemfelves  by  that  means  freed  from  the 
obligation  of  defending  the  citizens  of  thofe  Colonies 
againil  opprelTion.  This  reciprocal  afiiilance,  which 
kindred  fliould  mutiKiUy  afford  each  other,  we  ought 
now  to  give  to  the  citizens  of  Colour  at  St.  Domingo,  as 
well  as  to  the  Whites. 

The  Planters  have  formed  a  projecl:  of  afTcrting  their 
independence,  in  order  to  eflablifh  tyranny  beyond  the 
feas  ',  we  ought  to  be  wifer  than  they.  This  feparation 
might  lead  them  to  their  ruin,  and  perhaps  would  not  be 
fo  eafy  as  they  imxagine;  the  difpofitions  of  the  Englifh, 
of  America,  and  ftill  more  their  ovv-n  experience,  fhould 
convince  them  of  this.  If  it  be  poffible  that  the  Colo- 
nies could  be  happy  in  this  feparation,  on  this  fuppofition, 
the  parent  ftate  muii:  reap  from  it  the  fame  advantages 
as  Price  predided,  when  the  American  Colonies  fepa- 
rated  from  England.  The  commerce  of  England  with 
the  United  States,  never  was  fo  fiourifning  as  it  has  been 
fmce  their  feparation.  They  who  are  molt  ir.craiLed  with 
the  ruft  of  ancient  prejudice?,  do  not  difpute  the  advan- 
tages of  this  independence. — On  ihis  fubjecl,  there  is 
only  one  opinion.  But  fmce  our  Colonies  itiil  ftand  in 
need  of  the  protedlion  of  the  mother  country,  fmce  we 
are  obliged  to  protect:  tlicir  internal  freedom,  we  ought  to 
agree  to  the  laws  upon  which  this  liberty  is  founded. 
Diftance  does  not  prevent  the  National  Aifembly  from. 
making  laws  concerning  their  external  regulations  ;  and 
iince  the  king  can  refufe  to  give  his  faniHon  to  the  laws 
for  their  internal  government,  why  fnould  not  thefe  latter 
laws  be  likewife  fubrnitted  to  the  approbation  of  the  le- 
giflative  body  ?  The  laws,  under  the  empire  of  reafon, 
ought  no  longer  to  be  the  refult  of  ancient  prejudices 
refpc6ifully  accumulated,  but  the  greater  the  number  of 
enlightened  underftandings  which  concur  in  their  forma- 
tion, the  nearer  do  they  approach  to  pcrfe6lion.     Why 
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would  the  Colonies  prefer  the  Veto  of  the  king,  to  the 
opinion  of  the  popular  reprefentatives  of  eighty -three  de- 
partments, efpecially  when  this  veto  is  not  fubordinate  to 
the  uniform  will  of  three  legiflatures  ?  Would  they  chufe 
rather  to  be  fubjefl:  to  the  will  of  a  minifter  who  v/ill  al- 
ways be  ambitious  to  augment  his  authority  ?  If  this  be 
their  wifh,^  why  do  they  addrefs  themfelves  to  the  Na- 
tional Aflembly,  requefting  our  affiftance  ?  Is  it  not 
ridiculous  to  fee  them  afking  the  reprefentatives  of  a  free 
people  to  fupport  an  arbitrary  government— ^a  government 
alien  to  our  laws,  and  contrary  to  our  conftitution  I 

Our  fleets,  our  armies,  the  produft  of  our  contribu- 
tions, arc  no  longer,  as  they  formerly  were,  the  patri- 
mony of  the  monarch — they  belong  to  the  nation ;  they 
ought  not  to  be  made  ufe  of,  except  for  the  benefit  of  the 
nation,  and  conformably  to  the  conftitution.  The  king 
can  require  obedience  from  the  troops  of  PVance,  only  in 
the  name  of  the  French  laws,  made  by  the  reprefentatives 
of  the  French  people,  and  our  amies  are  by  no  means 
fubjed  to  the  laws  of  the  Colonies.  Jf  circumjiances  did 
not  permit  us  to  enfranchife  the  Negroes^  nothing  could  au^ 
thorife  us  tofet  up  as  conjiitutlonal  principles  the  temporary 
meajures  which  prudence  might  have  fuggejled  to  legiJJatorsi 
This  is  the  reafon  why  there  exifts  not  in  the  American 
conftitutions  a  fmgle  article  that  gives  a  fanftion  to  fla- 
very ;  and  the  framers  of  this  conftitution,  themfelves 
proprietors  of  Slaves,  perceived  that  theymuft  leave  to  the 
maturity  of  time,  to  the  progrefs  of  underftanding  alnd 
manners,  the  confummation  of  the  deftru(5tion  of  flavery^ 
On  the  contrary,  a  propofal  is  made  to  youj  to  aniiul  the 
Concordat^  or  to  temporize  for  the  purpofe  of  giving  theJ 
Whites  the  means  of  annulling  it  by  force. 

I  know  not  what  can  be  expe6led  from  thefe  dilatory 
meafures,  unlefs  the  involving  in  frefti  miferies,  the  White?^ 
who  have  with  difficulty  efcaped  from  the  fury  of  the  re- 
volted Negroes.  Will  any  one  dare  to  afferf,  that  the 
Decree  of  the  24th  of  September  j  of  which  they  wifli  to 
avail  themfelves,  is  a  conftitutionai  article? 

Let  the  French  Conftitution  anfwer  this  queftion— a 
Conftiiution,   all  the  principles  oi  which  it  contradias. — 

E  in^-^T  Let 
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Let  the  Conilitutional  Decree  of  the  15th  of  May  lafl: 
aniwcr  it, — all  the  provifions  of  which  it  has  infringed. 
We  can  hardly  imagine,  that  the  Conftituent  Affembly, 
notwithftanding  all  its  power,  could  deprive  a  numerous 
clafs  of  free  and  proprietary  citizens  of  their  civil  rights, 
efpecially  without  having  fummoned  or  heard  them.  If 
the  exclufive  Initiat'ire  had  been  granted  to  the  Colonies  on 
the  15th  of  May,  it  is  evident,  that,  after  this  Decree, 
the  Conftituent  Ailembly  could  no  longer  make  laws  con- 
cerning the  cW\\  exiftence  cf  any  clafs  of  men,  without 
havino-  been  formally  authorized  fo  to  do  by  the  Colonial 
Aflemblies-. 

In  vain  will  it  be  objected,  that  art  article  of  the  Con- 
ftitution  declares,  that  the  Colonies,  although  they  form 
a  part  of  the  French  empire,  were  not  comprized  in  the 
conftitutional  laws  of  France. — What  conclufionftiall  wc 
draw  from  this  ?  that  the  conftitutional  law  of  the  15th 
of  May,  not  having  been  repealed  by  this  article,  cannot 
have  been  repealed  fincfe  the  completion  of  the  conftitu- 
tion.  I  muft  obferve,  that  the  king  having  accepted  the 
French  Conftitution,  and  that  formed  on  the  15th  of  May 
for  the  Colonies,  the  Conftituent  Affembly  could  not 
trouble  his  throne  with  a  new  condition,  which  would 
occafionalofs  of  rights,  and  if  a  refufal  of  accepting  the 
Decree  of  the  24th  of  September  would  not  have  occ^fi- 
oned  a  lofs  of  rights  ;  it  follows  of  courfe,  that  it  was 
not  conftitutional.  The  Conftituent  Aflembly  might 
reduce  to  principles  the  Conftitutional  laws  which  it  had 
already  made,  but  it  could  not  make  laws  of  a  contrary 
nature. 

Could  we  oblige  the  king,  who  had  juft  fworn  that  he 
would  maintain  liberty  and  equality,  to  enforce  a  confti- 
tution  which  deprives  a  numerous  clafs  of  men  of  the 
rights  which  nature  gives  them?  Is  it  not  evident  that  his 
acceptance  of  this  decree  could  not  have  given  It  validity  ? 
and  that,  as  an  act  of  the  legidative  power,  it  is  null, 
fmce  it  has  not  gone  through  the  formalities  prefcribed  by 
the  conftltution.  Let  us  proceed  to  the  examination  of  its 
contents  :  In  the  conftltution  we  fee  that  privileges  no 
loncrer  exift  in  any  part  of  the  French  Empire ;  that  the 
natfonal  fovereignty  is  indivifible  and  hereditarily  delega- 
ted 
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ted  to  the  rci<^n!!ig  family;  that  the  colonies  are  clTentia]- 
ly  a  part  of  the  French  empire.  It  was  upon  thefe  prin- 
ciples alone  then  that  the  Conftituent  Affembly  could  de- 
termine concerning  the  conftitution  of  the  colonies.  Ne- 
verthekfs,  their  independence  is  declared  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner by  the  decree  of  the  24th  of  September  that  they  are 
freed  from  the  authority  of  the  legiflative  body,  and  even 
from  the  authority  of  the  conftituent  affemblies  ;  and  as 
the  regal  power  is  not  comprifed  in  this  decree,  the  con- 
fequence  is  that  the  colonies  might  chufe  a  king  for  them- 
felves;  but  they  will  hardly  imagine  themfelves  indepen- 
dent of  the  authority  of  that  ineftimable  article  of  the  de- 
claration of  rights,  which  allows  infurreciion  and  refin- 
ance againft  oppreliion. 

I  may  now  confirm  the  timorous  confciences  of  thofe 
who  have  afTerted  that  they  wi&ed  for  the  repeal  of  the 
decree  of  the  24th  of  September,  but  were  afraid  of  infring- 
ing upon  a  conftitutional  lav/.  But  neither  the  people, 
who  muft.ratify  all  conftiiutions,  nor  the  Conftituent  Af- 
fembly,  nor  even  the  executive  power,  have  ever  looked 
upon  this  decree  as  truly  conditiitional.  The  Confti- 
tuent AlTembly  did  not  prefent  it  for  the  acceptance  of  the 
King;  and  had  it  been  conftitutional,  all  the  citizens,  and 
particularly  the  deputies  of  this  alFembly,  vv'hofe  powers  it 
would  have  limited,  muft  have  fworn  that  they  woidd  acl: 
in  conformity  to  it.  Vv'hen  you  have  produced  from  your 
archives  the  cc?ifUUiiia7ial  a^^  how  happens  it  that  not  one 
voice  has  ever  been  raifed  to  demand  that  the  decree  of 
the  24th  of  September  alfo  iliould  be  brought  to  the  T>7- 
hune  ?  This  decree  had  been  too  recently  paiicd,  too  fadiy 
renov/ned  to  be  forgotten ;  and  if  the  nation  had  not  rc~. 
fufed  to  ratify  it,  v/hence  comes  it  that  among  the  loyal 
addrefibs  v^^hich  have  been  prefented  to  the  Conftituent 
Aflembly  there  has  not  been  a  ftngle  one  in  favour  ot  this 
decree  P'The  univerfal  feelings,  the  fpontaneous  judgment 
of  all  the  citizensj  are  better  proofs  ihan  all  the  fubtleties 
of  argument,  that  this  decree  is  not  conftitutional.  _  Had 
jt  beeli  fo  efteemed  by  the  executive  power,  the  niinifter 
of  the  marine  would  not  have  propoied  to^j-V"?.' _ different 
lavv's  for  the  internal  government,  of  St.  Domingo,  for 
jnftance,  for  the   eftabliftiment  of  hired    guards,  and   of 
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forts  to  be  erected  in  the  interior  parts  of  the  country* 
Let  us  then  declare,  that  this  decree  is  an  infringement  on 
the  fovereignty  of  the  nation  ;  we  fubmit  not  to  it  either 
as  citizens  or  defpotics  j  but  as  men  we  ought  to  deteft  it. 

Mr.  Garan  Coulon  then  prepared  the  form  of  a  decree 
abrogating  that  of  the  24th  of  September  ;  declaring  a 
general  amnefty  throughout  the  colony,  enading,  that 
the  Colonial  AiFemblies  fliould  be  formed  purfuant  to  the 
decree  of  the  15th  of  May,  that  they  fliould  give  their  fen- 
timents  on  the  fubjedl  of  the  internal  government  of  the 
colonies,  and  on  the  befl  method  of  effeding  the  Abolitiori 
of  Negro  Slavery, 
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Smce    the   preceding    Inquiry    was  printed, 

Advice  has  been  received^  that  the  Na-^ 

riONJL  Assembly,  on  the  24/^  injiant^ 

pajfed,  almojl  unanimoujly,  the  following 

DECREE  refpeaing  the  Colonies. 


T, 


_  H  E  National  AfTembly  acknowledges  and  decreei^ 
that  the  People  of  Colour  and  Free  Negroes  ought  to 
enjoy  the  equality  of  political  rights,  as  well  as  the  WhiteSj 
in  confequence  of  which  it  decrees  as  follows. 

Article  I.  Immediately  after  the  publication  of  the 
prefent  decree,  they  ftiall  proceed,  in  every  one  of  the 
French  Colonies  in  the  Windward  and  Leeward  Iflands, 
to  the  re-ele6lion  of  the  Colonial  and  Municipal  Affem- 
blies,  after  the  manner  prefcribed  by  the  decree  of  the  8th 
of  March,  1790,  and  the  inftruaions  of  the  National 
AfTembly  of  the  28th  of  the  fiime  month. 

IL  The 
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11.  The  People  of  Colour,  and  Free  Negroes  fhall 
be  admitted  to  vote  in  all  the  Primary  and  £kaoral  Af- 
iemblies,  and  fliall  be  eligible  to  all  places,  provided  they 
polTeis  befides,  the  qualifications  piefcribed  by  the  Ath 
article  of  the  inftrudions  of  the  28th  of  March. 

^  III.  Three  Civil  Commiinoners  fliali  be  named  for  the 
Colony  of  St.  Domingo,  and  four  for  the  Iflands  of  Gua- 
deloupe, St.  Lucia,  and  Tobago. 

IV.  Thefe  CommiiTioners  fliall  be  authorifed  to  dif- 
iolve  the  prefent  Colonial  AfTemblies,  to  take  every  mea- 
fure  necefTary  for  accelerating  the  Convocation  of  the 
Primary  and  Ekaoral  Affemblies,  and  therein  to  efta- 
blifh  union,  order,  and  peace  :  as  v^ell  as  to  determine 
provifionally  (referving  the  power  of  appeal  to  the  Natio- 
nal Ailembly)  upon  every  queftion  which  may  arife  con- 
cerning the  regularity  of  convocations,  the  holding  of 
affembiies,  the  form  of  eleaions,  and  the  eligibility  of 
citizeas. 

V.  They  are  equally  authorifed  to  procure  every 
information  poffible,  in  order  to  difcover  the  authors  of 
the  troubles  in  St.  Domingo,  and  their  continuation,  if 
they  have  continued ;  to  fecure  the  perfons  of  the  o;uilty,' 
and  put  them  under  arreft,  and  to  fend  them  over  to 
France,  there  to  be  put  in  a  ftate  of  accufation,  by  virtue 
of  a  decree  of  the  legiilative  body,  if  that  be  found 
lieceffary. 

VI.  The  Civil  Commiffioners  .fliall  be  obria;cd  for 
this  purpofe,  to  addrefs  to  the  National  Aflembly  a  difpatch 
in  form,  of  the  verbal  proceiTes  which  they  may  have 
made,  and  of  the  declarations  they  may  have  received^ 
^^..,^^.-         4-u  ^--"perfons  aforefaid. 


concerning  the  accufed 


VTI.^  The  National  AfTembly  authorifes  the  Civil 
Com.mi  III  oners  to  demand  the  publick  force,  whenever 
they  think  meet,  either  for  their  own  fafety,  or  for  the 
execution  of  orders  they  may  give,  by  virtue  of  the  pre- 


ceding  Articles. 
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VIIT.  The  Executive  Power  Is  direiSleJ  to  fend  a 
fuiHcieiit  force  into  the  Colonies,  which  is  compofed  ia 
o-reat  meafure  of  National  Guards. 

IX.  The  Colonial  Affemblies  immediately  after  their 
formation  and  inftallation,  fliall  iffue,  in  the  name  of  each 
Colony  refpeaively,  their  particular  judgment  refpeaing 
that  Conftitution,  thofe  laws,  and  the  admniiftration  of 
them,  which  will  promote  the  profperity  and  happinefs  of 
the  people ;  conforming  themfelves  neverthelefs  to  thofe 
eeneral  principles  by  which  the  Colonies  and  Mother 
Country  are  conneaed,  and  by  which  xhf'ir  refpeaive  in- 
terefts  are  fecured,  agreeably  to  the  decree  of  8th  March, 
1790,  and  the  inftruaions  of  28th  fame  month. 

X.  The  Colonial  Afiemblies  are  authorized  to  no- 
minate Reprefentatives  to  deliver  their  judgment  to,  and 
unite  themfelves  with  the  Legiflative  Body,  m  numbers 
proportionable  for  every  Colony,  which  (hall  be  imme- 
diately determined  by  the  National  AfTembly,  according 
to  the  Report  which  its  Colonial  Committee  is  direaed 
to  make. 

XL  Former  decrees  refpeaing  the  Colonies  fhall  be 
in  force  in  every  thing  not  contrary  to  the  prefent  De- 
creca 
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